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PREFACE. 



The following composition was suggested by local circum- 
stances. When commenced, it was designed exclusively for 
the narrow circle of the writer's congregation. Subsequent 
events bespoke the propriety of removing suclj a restriction 
and allowing any one to be a purchaser who might deem it 
worthy of a perusal. This alteration of purpose will account 
for the introduction of one or more topics, which tributary 
streams have served to give an apparent diversion from the 
original design. 

The saying, that truth fears nothing but concealment, is 
verified in the history of nonconformity. As notorious infidels 
have confessed their partial acquaintance with the scriptures, 
so many violent opponents to dissent are found criminally 
ignorant of its fundamental piinciples. It is therefore the dic- 
tate of wisdom to seek opportunities of telling them what are 
our real principles, and thus, having pre-occupied the mind 
with what is deemed scriptural truth, to notice the error of 
certain systems, by way of corollary. Should the following 
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outlines of Congregationalism obtain an introduction to any of 
those circles where oral appeal is precluded, and thereby 
misrepresentation be avoided, one object of the work wiU be 
gained. The writer has kept in view the interest of the 
rising generation ; believing, that to fortify the minds of this 
class is a duty, rendered increasingly imperative by the aspect 
of the times. 

The undertaking will possibly, in some quarters, be ascribed 
to the spirit of partizanship. It is enough for the writer to 
reply that he disclaims all such feeling, and to add, that 
throughout the essay and narrative, he has sought to exemplify 
the spirit of the injunction, * giving no offence in any thing.' 
Should any good accrue from this imperfect attempt to 
serve the cause of truth, to the great Head of the universal 
church, the praise shall be ascribed. 
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CHAPTER I. 



INTEODUCTION. 



"Who hath despised the day of small things ?*' — 
Unusual events can scarcely ML to excite our wondering 
gaze, whilst the noiseless current of ordinary affairs too 
often flow past almost unnoticed. Yet these apparent 
trifles bear on their bosom important tendencies^ and, by 
their remote influence, resemble the stream widening 
and deepening in its course. The creation of our earth 
-—the breaking up of the fountains of the great deep— - 
the sun standing still upon Gibeon, and the moon in the 
ralley of Ajalon— and, above all, the mission of the 
Son of God to our fallen world to effect its ransom, are 
instances of the Lord's coming out of his place to do 
great wonders not to be repeated ; of each of these it 
may be said " there was no day like that before or after 

A 



2 INTRODUCTION. 

it.' "Yet day unto day uttereth speech, and 
night unto night showeth knowledge." The voice of 
the Lord is continually heard, and his ann manifested. 
At " the restitution of all things" it will be found that 
the multitude of occurrences which have crowded them- 
selves into the earth's history, have been united by in- 
visible links, and have constituted parts of one stupen- 
dous whole. The dealings of Providence are "as 
it were, a wheel in the middle of a wheel ;*' instead there- 
fore of presumptuously forming a comparative estimate 
of them, it is the dictate of reason and scripture to 
make each part of the divine procedure, the subject of 
frequent meditation, as having a mutual dependence, 
and exerting an influence, in a manner, direction and 
extent, little anticipated : to neglect this duty, identi- 
fies us with those who " regard not the work of the 
Lord, neither consider the operation of his hands." 

The admission of this truth will render unnecessary, 
any apology for retracing in these pages, the footsteps 
of the Redeemer in the superintendence of one of his 
churches for nearly a century and a half. 

The plantation of the littie church at Philippi, was a 
theme of contempt to the magistrates and multitude of that 
city. What ! would cry many a haughty Roman, ' this a 
church of the living God !' — 'a jailor for a member !' — 'a 
private dwelling house often for a sanctuary !' — * a pesti- 
lent fellow and a mover of sedition' who had been 
whipped in 'the market-place', for a teacher! — 'the idea 
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is foolishness.' But " the foolishness of God is wiser 
than men ; and the weakness of God is stronger than 
men. For ye see your calling brethren, how that not 
many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not 
many noble are called (or call you) ; but God hath cho- 
sen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise ; 
and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to 
confound the things which axe mighty ; and base things 
of the world, and things which are despised hath God 
chosen; yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought 
things thatare : thatno flesh shouldglory in his presence." 
-— " So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed," 
that this fellowship required a plurality of bishops as 
well as deacons. ^' These men being Jews do exceed- 
ingly trouble our city,*' cried the inhabitants respecting 
Paul and Silas ; but they little foresaw that the influ- 
ence of their visit would extend to the very end of the 
world. When civil and military exploits are forgotten 
this will be remembered. The name of Phillippi will 
ever be associated, not merely with the inspired epistle 
addressed to the church there, but with the poor jailor 
himself as one of its members, the history of whose 
conversion will go down from age to age, and be the 
joy of many generations. 

Although the local fellowship referred to in 
the following pages, traces not its origin to the visit 
of an apostle, it bears marks of being " the Lord's 
doing," and should therefore be "marvellous in our 
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eyes," whatever human agency may have been selected 
in its formation. Like many of the old meeting houses, 
their sanctuary little resembles in magnificence some of 
the structures reared by the hand of man : but the 
glory of the latter house predicted by Haggai was 
greater than that of the former, though the building itself 
was inferior. The glory does not consist in the house itself, 
but in the presence of Him who condescends to manifest 
himself in it, "and who has said where two or 
three are gathered together in my name there am I in 
the midst of them ;" and proofs of his presence are not 
wanting. Whilst at the morning of the resurrection it 
will be said of the jailor, he was converted at Phillippi ; 
of the thousands "which were redeemed from the 
earth" it will also be told of this man and that man, 
that he was bom here. 

The writer of these pages may be permitted to sug- 
gest the desirableness of local fellowships preserving 
the records of their individual history in some suitable 
repository. As " the people that shall be bom" take 
these archives and peruse them, may they not be able 
to say, " our fathers have told us what work thou didst 
in their days, in the times of old," and thus be led to 
set their hope in God. 



CHAPTER II. 



Scripture the only atUhoritative guide in matters of religion. 



Titles of systems have often their origin in passing 
events. From ignorance of this fact, the popular mind 
is easily led away with names ; because these may be 
comparatively new, it is hastily concluded that the prin- 
ciples they designate are equally novel. " Where was 
your Protestantism before the Reformation ?*' once en- 
quired a Roman Catholic of Martin Luther; "where," 
replied the great Reformer, "in the bible." The reli- 
gion embodied in this term is that of the apostles, but 
the appellation is modem, and arose from its abettors 
protesting against the Papal authority. The terms 
'nonconformity' and 'dissent* also grew out of necessity, 
and are applied to those denominations who secede 
from the state church of this country. Whilst these 
titles therefore may be modem, it does not legit- 
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imately follow that the systems they express are equally 
so. Whatever date may be assigned to the appellation 
' Congregational Churches,' it may be shown that their 
constitution is apostolical. 

To the New Testament let us go, rather than to the 
councils of Senators, synods of Clergy, or decrees of 
Popes, which have been endless and contradictory. We 
maintain the sole authority of scripture in all matters of 
religion. To deny this position, would involve us in cease- 
less dissension, and open a flood-gate for religious error 
and rancour to pour forth. Substitute human authority 
and we incur our Lord's censure, "In vain do they 
worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments 
of men." Let us not make God's commandments void 
by our traditions. Some may object to this restriction, 
but, says Milton, "let them chant what they will of 
prerogatives, we shall tell them of scripture ; of custom, 
we of scripture ; of acts and statutes, still of scripture ; 
till the qidck and piercing word enter to the dividing 
of their souls, and the mighty weakness of the gospel 
throw down the weak mightiness of man's reasoning." 

Whilst many admit the supremacy of God's word, 
they make hxmian expediency the key of interpretation. 
The mind determines first on the principles of reason 
and expediency, what would be best, and then compares 
its preconceived opinions by the scriptures. On the sub- 
ject of ecclesiastical polity more especially has this mode 
of reasoning been adopted. Now, although utility i» 
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indicative of trutli, the controversial spirit prevailing on 
this very topic, bespeaks our incompetency to apply this 
criterion. If it could be indisputably proved, that any 
one system above all others is univeisally adapted to 
promote the permanent welfare of mankind, we might 
conclude it was the most scriptural. But what unaided 
reason is capable of estimating the comparative claims 
of rival systems ? No word in ecclesiastical nomenclatuie 
has beeen found more ambiguous or protean than expe- 
diency. On any important point connected with 
Christ's kingdom, would it be safe to leave the judgment 
of man to determine what was best? Was it not from a 
misconception of expediency our first parents fell? 
''the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and 
that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be 
desired to make one wise." If in times of innocency 
appearances so beguiled, how much more partial now 
would be the views of selfish and short-sighted man ! 
Whilst in circumstantials of very limited influence, 
scripture may maintain a silence, and allow men to 
prescribe a course in harmony with established princi- 
ples, we should deem it a reflection on the sufficiency 
of the statute book of Christ's kingdom, to say with 
Hooker, "that though the holy scriptures are a perfect 
standard of doctrine, they are not a rule of discipline or 
government." From the declaration of Christ himself — 
from the acts of the apostles in reference to the primitive 
commimities for more than half a century after the death 
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of our Lord — ^from the varied epistles, and from the 
genius of Christianity — ^we may discover the funda- 
mental principles of the constitution of a christian 
church. 

Contending for the supremacy of God's word, we 
claim the right of private judgment for ourselves, and 
readily invite others to the exercise of the same 
prerogative ; " let every man be fully persuaded in his 
own mind, for whatsoever is not of faith is sin." By 
prayerful study let each one for himself, seek an unbi- 
assed interpretation of the truth. 

'< The dissenting Clergy, I am told, declaim against 
all human authority in matters of religion. They hold 
that no church has a right to impose an article of faith 
on any other christian community. I believe from my 
heart they are right ; at least, if they be not, he that 
can refute them is a much abler man than myself. Now 
my lords, these are men that deserve our esteem for 
their science, their literature, their critical study of the 
scriptures, and for their excellent writings either in de- 
fending or teaching common Christianity ; and, my lords, 
they have of late stood almost singly in defence of the 
natural and religious rights of mankind."* 



» Speech of Bishop Shipsley in the house of lords. 



CHAPTER III. 



ConsHtuHon of Apostolical Churches, 



The greek word translated churcli, literally signifies 
an assembly. In the New Testament it has several 
applications ; in Acts vii. 38., " the church in the wil- 
derness" includes the hebrew nation. In Acts 
xix. 32, the same word is applied to the assembly tu- 
multuously gathered together in the theatre at Ephesus. 
In Colos. i. 18, it refers to "all who in every place call 
upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord" — "the whole 
family in heaven and earth." In Acts viii. 1, it denotes 
a particular assembly of members of the universal 
church, meeting statedly for religious worship. 

It is to the last acceptation of the term we refer, 
when describing the constitution of apostolical churches. 
Among these local fellowships were "the church at Je- 
rusalem," " the church of God which is at Corinth," 

B 
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"the church which is at Cenchrea," "the church which 
is in his (Nymphas's) house." 

When moie assemblies than one existed in a pro- 
vince, the word is used in the plural number. Thus 
we read, not of the church, but "the churches of Ga- 
latia" — "the churches of Macedonia" — "the churches 
throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria." From scrip- 
ture let us ascertain the constitution and government of 
the churches during the age of the apostles, and let 
Congregationalism be tried by this standard. 

The application of the term church to the material 
edifice in which the congregation meets, is of human 
invention, and has occasioned much misconception. 
I. 

The apostolical churches were composed of per- 
sons who had manifested "repentance towards God, and 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ." No mere ritual obser- 
vance constituted a claim to membership ; although liie 
baptism with water in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, was the initiatory or- 
dinance of Christianity, it was the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost that inherently qualified for communion. " Sha- 
pen in iniquity" man is "bom of the flesh" — ^having 
received on his body the instructive emblem of needed 
purification of heart, he is said to be "bom of water" — 
when created anew in Christ Jesus, he is "bom of the 
spirit." The evidences of our having the new birth 
are stated by the apostles, who forewarn us of resting 
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satisfied with mere rites and ceremonies. Paul, speaking 
of the initiatory rite under the old dispensation, says, 
"for he is not a jew which is one outwardly ; neither is 
that circumcision which is outward in the flesh ; but he 
is a jew which is one inwardly, and circimicision is that 
of the heart, in the spirit and not in the letter, whose 
praise is not of men but of God." Peter, referring to 
the initiatory rite to the new dispensation, remarks, 
''the like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now 
save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but 
t^e answer of a good conscience toward GK>d) by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ." 

That the sign and thing signified do not necessarily 
accompany each other, is proved from the continued im- 
penitent character of thousands who have received the 
symbol, either in infancy or adult age. Although 
Simon Magus was baptised by Philip, a man of emi- 
nent piety, he was afterwards found "in the gall of 
bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity." If this out- 
ward act pertaining to the flesh reached the heart, the 
language of the apostle is unaccountable, "I thank 
God that I baptised none of you but Crispus and Gains, 
lest any should say that I baptised in mine own name. 
And I baptised also the household of Stephanus : besides 
I know not whether I baptised any other, for Christ 
sent me not to baptise, but to preach the gospel." The 
prerogative of administering the rite, was thought by 
Paul subordinate to that of preaching the gospel. 
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The very nature of christian communion, presupposes 
the necessity of conversion to God ; but let us refer to 
scriptural proof. " The cup of blessing which we bless, 
is it not the communion of the blood of Christ ? the 
bread which we break, is it not the communion of the 
body of Christ ? for we being many are one bread and 
one body ; for we are aU partakers of that one bread." 
'*I would not that ye should have fellowship with devils. 
Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of 
devils, ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table and 
the table of devils." "K we say that we have fellowship 
with him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not the 
truth : but if we walk in the light as He is in the light, 
we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin." ^'Be ye 
not unequally yoked together with imbelievers ; for 
what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteous- 
ness ? and what communion hath light with darkness ? 
and what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what 
part hath he that beKeveth with an infidel ?" "but let a 
man examine himself and so let him eat of that bread 
and drink of that cup." 

Such was the required character of members. A 
Judas — a Simon Magus — a Demas — an Ananias and 
Sapphira might for a time be found among them, but 
they were *' false brethren imawares brought in." Thus 
it may be found now, ''there are certain men crept in 
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unawares." On the detection of such individuals they 
are to be put out of the church. "We command you 
brethren in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye 
withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh 
disorderly." 

II. 
The apostolical churches were not in alliance with 
political governments. They knew nothing of the 
union of church and state. • The province of human 
government is civile and no crowned head, senator, 
magistrate, or any other earthly functionary can over- 
step this scriptural boxmdary, without encroaching on 
the rights of conscience — ^usurping the prerogative of 
ike great Head of the church and hindering the progress 
of religious truth. "No power or legislation," says 
Bishop Warburton, "can be admitted into Christ's church 
without making it a worldly kingdom." But what saith 
the scripture ? has not Christ himself drawn the line 
of demarcation between secular and civil government, 
in his declaration, "render unto Caesar the things which 
are Caesar's, and imto God, the things which are God's." 
Have we not here a key of interpretation to the ever 
memorable assertion of our Lord, "my kingdom is not 
of this world : if my kingdom were of this world, then 
would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered 
to the Jews : but now is my kingdom not from hence." 
Says Dr. Whately, the present Archbishop of Dublin, 
" the occasion on which He spoke was when on His 
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trial before a Roman governor for treason ^-^-for a design 
to subvert, or in some way interfere with the established 
government. To this charge it is plain Pilate under- 
stood Him to plead not guilty ; and gave credit to his 
plea. Pilate, therefore, must have taken the declaration 
that "Christ's kingdom is not of this world," as amount- 
ing to a renunciation of all secular coercion, — all 
forcible measures in behalf of 7m religion. And 
we cannot, without imputing to our blessed Lord a frau- 
dulent evasion, suppose Him to have really meant any 
thing different from the sense which He knew hia 
words conveyed. ***♦ Those who are seeking not 
really to learn the true sense of our Lord's declarations, 
but to reconcile them with the conduct of some chris- 
tian States, and to justify the employment of secular 
force in behalf of religion, are driven to some ingeni- 
ous special pleading on the words employed, in order to 
draw from them such a sense as may suit their own purpose. 
♦ * * * I i^ave heard it said by some other expounders, 
He did mean to disclaim all temporal dominion for Him- 
self personally and at that time ; but that, hereafter, 
when "the kingdoms of this world should become king- 
doms of the Lord," and when *'kings should become nurs- 
ing-fathers" of his church, when " the church should 
be in its complete development by being perfectly iden-- 
tified with the State," then all those christians who 
should have attained power, should exercise that power 
in enforcing the profession of his gospel, and in putting 
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down idolatry, infidelity, heresy, dissent, and all false 
religion. * * * Now, without entering into the question 
whether our Lord's words could, in themselves, hear 
such a meaning ; let us confine ourselves to the princi- 
{de we set out with, and merely consider whether He 
could possibly have meant to be bo understood. For 
this we should observe would clearly have been to 
plead guilty to the charge. It mattered aotiung to the 
Roman government whether it were Jesus himself, or 
Yob followers, that should revolt against Osesar's power, 
and set iq) a rival kingdom.'' * Such is the imflinching 
testimony of one of the most acute reasoners of the 
day, who, not jnthstaading, fills the high office of arch- 
biflh<^ in a state church ! 

It was the kingdom of truth that Jesus came to esta- 
blish. It CGai»isted not in the outward observances of 
formularies, rites and ceremonies ; but in righteousness, 
and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. Religion is nei- 
ther a skeleton nor a spectre. The seat of its dominion 
is the conscience ; this only can be gained by ''the 
sword of the Spirit which is the word of God ;" hence 
our Lotd declares his regal office to consist in bearing 
witness unto the truth. Bribery, threats, worldly in- 
trigue and other compulsory acts, may secure for a time 
outward uniformity to a limited extent, but never can 
convince the conscience or purify the affections. " The 
kingdom of God is within you." 

* Dr. Whately on "the kingdom of ChiiBt" pages 29—34. 
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During the first centuries of the christian era, the 
church was not incorporated with the state, and yet this 
period is lauded as the golden age of religion. If 
Christ were not afraid to leave the spread of his kix^- 
dom to the inherent force of truth and the accompany- 
ing influences of his Spirit, dare we distrust the vo- 
luntary principle, and, with the rashness of an Uzzah, 
put forth a hand to the ark of God which he has not 
sanctioned. Where is our fedth in the perfection of 
the divine plan ? Cornelius a centurion, Sergius Paulus 
a Roman governor, Dionysius the Areopagite, and the 
governor of the island of Cyprus, all believed the word 
of the Lord, and, as private christians, sought to extend 
the knowledge of the truth, but received no orders from 
the apostles to exert any official authority in spiritual 
things. No,— one of them would never forget the 
touching rebuke ''put up again thy sword into his place, 
for all they that take the sword shall perish with the 
sword." 

''Religious establishments in general have been 
productive of more dismal eflects to society and 
mankind, than could possibly have arisen from an ab- 
solute disregard to religious opinions by the civil ma- 
gistrate and a total silence of the law on that head."* 
A state church confoxmds a spiritual with a political 
system — ^it maintains a favourite theory by parliamentary 
enactments rather than by the force of its own moral evi- 
* Rev. Mr. Foster, rector of Colchester. 
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dence— it cannot, as such, send out a missionary to 
foreign dominions without nationally interfering with the 
rulers thereof — ^it denies the right of perfect religious 
equality, and therefore, directly or remotely, must prove 
oppressive to nonconformists — it secures not the trans- 
mission of the true faith to successive generations, hut 
may become papal or protestant, as Henry the eighth, 
Edward the sixth, Mary, Elizabeth, James or Charles 
sway the sceptre — ^it has no power immediately to effect 
reformation in creed or discipline, but must wait the 
pleasure of temporal rulers — ^it has occasioned civil wars 
as history testifies, and is even now the source of nu- 
merous feuds, for whilst other denominations can co- 
operate in the same town, it proudly stands aloof and often 
displays the spirit of a Demetrius — it interferes with the 
oneness of Christ's church by supporting Mahometanism 
in Turkey, Hindooism in India, Popery in Italy, etc;, 
and places the monarch of these realms in the anoma- 
lous position of head of a church which is episcopalian 
in England, presbyterian in Scotland, and papal in a 
distant colony. "I must impartially own," says the 
Rev. Thomas Scott, '^that establishments are often de- 
fended and extolled in an unscriptural manner. If no 
way of defending an establishment can be devised, 
which would not, if properly applied, defend the esta- 
blishment of popery, mahometanism, or pagan idolatry 
by the authority of kings and rulers, I must acknow- 
ledge the cause to be desperate. Yet, if it be a right 

c 
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of kings and rulers to prescribe the creed and manner 
of worship with appendages, to their subjects, and to 
enforce then* concurrence, it must be equally the right 
of all kings, for they all think or profess to think their 
own religion to be the true religion. Again, if it be 
the duty of kings and rulers to prescribe these things 
to their subjects, it is equally the duty of all kings for 
the same reason. This is the palladium of those who 
oppose establishments, and how shall we deprive 
them of it?" 

It may be asked however if corruption did not early 
appear in the apostolical churches ? we reply, that al- 
though error did exist, it was not occasioned by the 
principles of their constitution — that it was local and 
did not necessarily affect neighbouring communities, 
and that, from the self-government of these fellowships, 
they could by their own energy immediately correct 
what w£is proved to be unscriptural. But are the evils 
growing out of a religious establishment merely acci- 
dental, or the natural results of the system ? does it not 
"set them to judge who are least esteemed in the 
church," and even "go before unbelievers" for direction 
and support ? To whom does it look for filling up a va- 
cant bishopric? for permission to offer up a special 
prayer? for authority to alter creed or discipline?— 
to the Crown and Parliament ! In this country an he- 
reditary monarch is the " supreme head" of the church ! 
Is not this dividing the inheritance with Him who is 
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the only rightful Lawgiver and King in Zion ? to be as 
God sitting in the temple of God ? Whilst the royal 
house of Brunswick has ever enjoyed faithful support 
in the loyalty of pious dissenters, we would with un- 
feigned respect address our beloved monarch, saying, 
"by what authority doest thou these things ? and who 
gave thee this authority to do these things" ? 

It may be answered that this headship is perfectly 
harmless, because in this country the civil mler has no 
power to "ordain any thing that is contrary to God's word 
written, neither so expound one place of scripture that 
it be repugnant to another." But who is to exercise 
the legislative power to determine the right interpreta- 
tion ? Is a fallible mortal to be absolute judge for others 
as well as for himself ? We hold with Locke, that "every 
one is here to judge for himself what is right : and in 
matters of faith and religious worship, another cannot 
judge for him." "The care • of civil society extends 
only to the body and its concerns, and the care of reli- 
gious society only to the soul. The state has naturally 
no concern with religion except the being of a God, 
his providence over human aflfairs and the essential 
difference between moral good and evil; and these prin- 
ciples it is concerned with, not as they promote our 
future happiness but our present, and are the very 
foundation and bond of civil policy ; and the church 
has naturally no concern with coercive power, except 
that of expelling refractory members from its body. 
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which is no power of civil kind. The church and the 
state therefore, have naturally distinct provinces, and 
are naturally independent of each other." 

Although Jesus bodily is withdrawn from us, his 
spiritual presence is promised "where two or three are 
gathered together in his name," and no visible head 
is wanted or allowed. '*Be not ye called Rabbi; for 
one is your master even Christ ; and all ye are brethren. 
And call no man your father upon the earth, for one is 
your father which is in heaven. Neither be ye called 
masters, for one is your master, even Christ. But he 
that is greatest among you shall be your servant." 
''Ye know that the princes of the gentiles exercise do- 
minion over them, and they that are great exercise au- 
thority upon them. But it shall not be so among 



Note. Many pious intelligent episcopalians agree in the 
above sentiments, and long for the time when their church 
shall be disimited from the State, and be self supported and 
self governed. The views of dissenters are misunderstood by 
those, who suppose that they aim at the destruction of every 
thing connected with episcopacy. Although they conscien- 
tiously differ in their polity, yet, allowing the right of private 
judgment. Independents, Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians, 
etc. have no more right politically to attack Episcopalians, than 
each other. What nonconformists ask, is, that all denomina- 
tions should act on the voluntary principle, and in no degree 
infringe on the rights of conscience, acting out the great maxim 
laid down by otir Lord for the regulation of all society, whether 
civil or religious, "whatsoever ye would that men should do 
to you, do ye even so to them." 
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III. 

The apostolical churches were separate societies, 
possessing the right of self goyemment : they were 
not only independent of civil control, but of interference 
from each other. This fact is admitted by the first wri- 
ters of every denomination. The learned Mosheim in 
his valuable ecclesiastical history, says, "the churches 
in those early times were entirely independent ; none of 
them subject to any foreign jurisdiction, but each one 
governed by its own laws. Nothing is more evident 
than the perfect equality that reigned among the pri- 
mitive churches, nor does there even appear in this first 
century the smallest trace of that association of pro- 
vincial churches from which councils and metropolitans 
derive their origin."* Bishop Eaye, referring to the 
writings of TertuUian, says, "the passages already al- 
ledged, sufficiently prove that in Tertullian's estimation, 
all the apostolical churches were independent of each 
other and equal in rank and authority.'' But what 
is the scriptural argument ? We reply, in the language 
of Barrow, "each church did separately order its own 
affiEiirs without recourse to others, except for charitable 
advice or relief in cases of extraordinary difficulty and 
urgent need. This appeareth hy the apostolical wri^ 
tings of St. Paul and St. John to single churcJies^ 
wherein they are supposed able to exercise spirittial 
power for establishing decency, removing disorders, 
correcting offences, deciding cases, ^^ etc. This argu- 
* Ecdes. History, vol. 1, p. 107. 
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ment is enforced by several recorded exemplifications of 
the primitive churches exercising their independency. 
If any slightingly speak of them as fragmentary, inci- 
dental and allusive, we would remind the objector, that 
such evidence is often deemed invaluable in legal courts 
— that these instances are mentioned in connexion 
with the acts of inspired apostles — that many of the 
circumstances under which they took place are continu- 
ally recurring now — and that the Holy Ghost deemed 
them of sufficient importance to be inserted in his book. 

In Acts vi. chap, we find the church at Jerusalem 
choosing their own officers. The apostles enimierate 
the necessary qualifications by which the members may 
make a scriptural selection from their number, leaving 
them to nominate the persons. "Wherefore brethren 
look ye out among you seven men." The apostles or- 
dained but did not elect. But this passage, exclaims 
an objector, refers to the appointment of deacons 
and not to that of pastors. Have the church a 
right to elect their spiritual teachers ? This objection is 
met, by referring to the same church which had pre- 
viously enjoyed the liberty of selecting two from their 
number, one of which, according to the giving forth 
of their lots, was to fill the still higher office of apos- 
tleship. The apostles in both cases gave directions, which 
they now do through the medium of their writings, 
the canon of scripture being completed. 

In Acts ix. 26, we find the church at Jerusalem ex- 
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ercising its right to judge of the scriptural qualifications 
of a candidate for communion with them. "When 
Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to join himself 
to the disciples ; but they were all afraid of him and 
believed not that he was a disciple. But Barnabas 
took him, and brought him to the apostles and declared 
unto them how he had seen the Lord in the way, and 
that he had spoken to him, and how he had preached 
boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. And he was 
with them coming in and going out at Jerusalem." 

Congregational churches adopt the same precaution 
in the admission of members, and wish to show equal 
readiness in welcoming candidates bearing scriptural 
evidences of conversion. The practice of the fellow- 
ship referred to in these pages, is simply to request the 
pastor and two suitable members, as ''messengers of 
the church," to visit the applicants, either separately or 
in company, to hear firom their lips the change of heart 
which God has wrought. These, like Barnabas, relate 
the substance of the conversation to the church, who 
signify their satisfaction by holding up their right hand. 
The converts are then introduced to the members, and 
"receive the right hands of fellowship." This saluta- 
tion is generally given by the pastor, in the name of the 
community, as a symbolic utterance of the declaration, 
" all the brethren greet you." In removing from one 
church to another, it is usual now, as of old, for mem- 
bers to receive " letters of commendation" breathing the 
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spirit of christian charity and uttering the sentiment, 
"if he come unto you receive him" — ^"receive him in 
the Lord with all gladness ; and hold such in repu- 
tation ' — "a faithful brother unto you, as I suppose.'* 

In 1 Cor. V. chap, the church at Corinth are urged to 
exercise their power in the excommunication of an un- 
scriptural member. The fellowship were to be 
"gathered together in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ," and "with the power of our Lord Jesus 
Christ," solemnly to exercise that discipline, which he 
as Lawgiver had enacted through an apostle. "I wrote 
unto you in an epistle not to company with forni- 
cators; yet not altogether with fornicators of this 
world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or with 
idolaters ; for then must ye needs go out of the world." 
The apostle states that he is now laying do^vn rules 
for the fellowship of believers and not for society gene- 
rally. "But now I have written unto you not to keep 
company, if any man that is called a brother, be a for- 
nicator, or covetous,* or an idolater, or a railer, or a 
drunkard, or an extortioner ; with such an one, no, not 
to eat. For what have I to do to judge them also that 
are without ? do not ye judge them that are within ? 
but them that are without God judgeth. Therefore 
put away from among yourselves that wicked person." 
It is the province of the church to exercise discipline 

* The reader is requested to notice, that covetousness is 
classed among flagrant sins. 
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on them that are within, but them that are without not 
to pronounce judgment upon, but rather to teach. 

The object of such observance was the restoration of 
the offender — the purity of the communion, and the 
vindication of Christ's government. Accordingly the 
greatest solemnity and kindest feeling was to accompany 
the act; '^ count him not as an enemy but admonish 
him as a brother.*' 

The following passages of sacred writ will show the 
extent and manner of the discipline required. Our 
Lord speaking of private offences, says, "moreover, if 
thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him 
his fault between thee and him alone ; if he hear thee, 
thou hast gained thy brother ; but if he will not hear 
thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the 
mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be 
established ; and if he shall neglect to hear them, tell 
it to the church ; but if he neglect to hear the church 
let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publi- 
can :" Matt, xviii. 15. "Them that sin rebuke before 
all, that others also may fear:" 1 Tim. v. 20. "Now 
we command you brethren, in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every 
brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tra- 
dition which ye received of us. For we hear that there 
are some which walk among you disorderly, working 
not at all, but are busy bodies." "And if any man 
obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and 
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have no company with him, that he may be ashamed." 
2Thess. iii. 6, etc. "A man that is an heretic after 
the first and second admonition reject ; knowing that 
he that is such is subverted, and sinneth, being con* 
demned of himself :" Titus iii. 10. 

From the foregoing observations we conclude that 
the primitive fellowships were self-governed, and that 
the administrative power rested in the majority : says 
Paul to the church at Corinth, "when I come whomso- 
ever ye shall approve by your letters, them will I send 
to bring your liberality imto Jerusalem." It may be 
asked in connexion with this commimity, if the apos- 
tles had planted provincial churches, would not this 
epistle have been addressed to the church of Achaia 
which was the province in which several churches ex- 
isted ? but not only is the independence of the church 
at Corinth recognized, but that at Cenchrea the port 
of that city. 

rv. 

The constitution of the apostolical churches allowed of 
friendly intercommunity. Their independency was not a 
frigid isolation. Union might obtain among them in 
the reciprocation of fraternal feeling — ^in raising contri- 
bution for poorer fellowships — ^in the exchange of epis* 
ties — ^in offering friendly counsel in the time of perplex- 
ity — ^in forwarding letters of commendation — ^in delibe- 
rations by delegates. Whilst each retained the right 
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of self-government, many, or all, could unite for the 
furtherance of common interests. Their individuality 
prevented not their combination, but rendered it more 
permanent and effective. But in what way they were 
associated and yet independent, may be best gathered 
from the following scriptural facts. It is said in 
Romans xv. 26, "it hath pleased them of Macedonia 
and Achaia, to make a certain contribution for the poor 
saints which are at Jerusalem." 2 Cor. viii. 18, "we 
have sent with him the brother, whose praise is in the 
gospel throughout all the churches; and not that only, but 
who was also chosen of the churches to travel with us 
with this grace, which is administered by us to the glory 
of the same Lord, and declaration of your ready mind." 
Col. iv. 16, "when this epistle is read among you (the 
church at Colosse) cause that it be read also in the 
church of the Laodiceans ; and that ye likewise read 
the epistle from Laodicea." Acts xv. 22, etc., "then 
pleased it the apostles and elders, with the whole church, 
to send chosen men of their own company to Antioch 
with Paul and Barnabas ; namely, Judas suinamed 
Barsabas, and Silas, chief men among the brethren ; 
and they wrote letters by them after this manner : The 
apostles and elders and brethren, send greeting imto 
the brethren which are of the Gentiles in Antioch and 
Syria and Cilicia : forasmuch as we have heard, that 
certain which went out from us have troubled you 
with words subverting your souls, saying, ye must be 
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circumcised and keep the law : to whom we gave no 
such commandment: it seemed good unto us, being 
assembled with one accord, to send chosen men unto 
you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, men that 
have hazarded their lives for the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ We have sent therefore Judas and Silas, 
who shall also tell you the same things by mouth."*** 
So when they were dismissed they came to Antioch : 
and when they had gathered the multitude together, 
they delivered the epistle, which when they had read, 
they rejoiced for the consolation." 1 Cor. xvi. 19, "the 
churches of Asia salute you. Aquila and PrisciUa 
salute you much in the Lord, with the church that is in 
their house." 

The intercommunion of the primitive churches is no 
mean standard by which to judge of modem fellowships. 
If any peculiarity in our polity, interdict the mutual 
salutation and co-operation of "all that in every place 
call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both 
theirs and ours," it must be essentially defective 
Where is that cincture which binds every grace around 
our heart — ^unites man to his brother— knits together 
"the general assembly and the church of the first 
born" — and makes the whole family in heaven and earth 
one ? The basis of apostolic fellowships was holy love. 
Here was the element of their strength and expansion. 
Such was its elasticity that it could form private friend- 
ships of the closest character, and yet include all the 
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saints and faithful brethren in Christ Jesus. The same 
benevolent heart that writes "to all that be in Rome, 
beloved of God, called to be saints : grace to you and 
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ :" 
at the close of the same epistle, says, "greet Mary, 
salute Andronicus and Junia," etc. 

Away with the exclusive spirit which asks, "can 
there any good thing come out of Nazareth ?" — affirms 
that "the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans" — 
re-acts the Levite who "passed by on the other side" — 
scornfully cries, "come not near for I am holier than 
thou," and, in the spirit of selfishness, says "our fathers 
worshipped in this mountain ; and ye say in Jerusalem 
is the place where men ought to worship." 

Although the Jew viewed the Gentile as his rival, it 
shall not be so among you, "for he is our Peace who 
hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle 
wall of partition between us." No two gospel churches 
can be inimical to each others interests, "for ye are all 
one in Christ Jesus ;" but must offer the salutation 
"peace be to the brethren, and love with faith from 
God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace be 
with all that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity." 

The system of independency may be deemed by some, 
too anarchial to allow of this communion. Were this 
its real character it could not be scriptural "for God is 
not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all 
churches of the saints," and says through an apostle to 



30 CONSTITTTTION OF 

the church at Corinth, ''let all things be done decently 
and inorder.'* The objection to self-governed churches, 
arises from forgetfulness of the spiritual supremacy of 
their Founder. Their independency refers only to A«- 
man authority. They are not a lawless multitude, 
"being not without law to God, but under the law to 
Christ," that in all things he might have the pre- 
eminence." Whilst Jesus refused to be made a tem- 
poral prince, he owns himself to be the Head of the 
body — the church." "Ye call me both Master and 
Lord" said he, "and ye do well for so I am," This sove- 
reignty is absolute, "there is one Lawgiver who is able 
to save and to destroy : " to Him every understanding and 
every heart must yield unreserved homage. Churches 
are not legislative assemblies, but societies for carrying 
out enactments already made ; their province is execu*i 
tive ; "the Lord is our lawgiver." In each of the m-^ 
stances of church power recorded in the preceding 
pages, it will be found that the members followed out 
only the authoritative instructions of their divine head. 
Although he was no longer visibly among them, he had 
sent his Spirit, who spake through the apostles on these 
several occasions. In the appointment of deacons for 
instance, it will be remembered that the apostles de- 
termined the qualifications necessary for the office ; the 
people were only at liberty to choose such as possessed 
them. "Wherefore, brethren look 9/e out among you 
seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and 
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wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business : 
and the saying pleased the whole multitude, and they 
chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy 
Ghost, and Philip," etc. In the recorded case of ex- 
communication at Corinth, Paul is mentioned as writing 
his instructions, "for I verily, as absent in body but 
present in spirit, have judged already, as though I were pre- 
sent concerning him that hath done this deed, in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, etc.,*** therefore put away from 
you that wicked person." But the apostles themselves 
are now withdrawn, and they have no successors ; how 
then can we act in imison with the wiU of our Supreme 
Head ? the mind of the Spirit is now transferred to the 
inspired volume, which is accordingly called "the word 
of Christ." Here is the book of the law ; within it 
are principles of imiversal application ; it is a standard 
for all generations— a tribunal for legislative decisions ; 
from it there is no appeal. In aU our church meetings 
let the word be our directory, and as of old, let us seek 
spiritual understanding by prayer. 

Independency thus based on the sole authoritative an- 
nouncement of the oracles of God, contains in it the great 
element of intercommimion. It presents a common cen- 
tre, an imdeviating standard, a simple belief. Whilst blind 
credulity in human wisdom invariably leads to bigotry and 
corruption,faithin God*s word works by love. It has been 
said correctly by an historian,* "the (christian) societies 
* Gibbon. 
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which were instituted in the cities of the Roman em- 
pire, were imited only by the ties of faith and charity." 
But these are all the ligaments that are wanted to make 
the body fitly joined together and compact. Strange as it 
may seem to some, our simple independency has not 
only been, to a large extent, free from sectarian jealou- 
sies, but from doctrinal error. An eminent indepen- 
dent minister* once remarked to his ministerial brethren 
with much truth, "each of you standing on the bible 
for himself, comes substantially to the same conclusions ; 
and we rejoice to say, that we can travel from the 
Land's End to the Tweed, or Caithness, across England 
and Wales, preaching in other pulpits, and never for a 
moment thinking that we shall offend the brotherhood ; 
but feeling that we are in perfect harmony, and in no 
danger of touching a discordant note, or of destroying 
that peaceftd union which pervades the whole. Yet I 
know of no body of men that is so free from the secta- 
rian spirit, or that does so much with others for the 
general good of the church of Christ, without any 
specific regard to its own sect, as our own." 

The great antagonist to intercommunion has been 
the introduction of subordinate legislative authority ; 
"not holding the Head, from which all the body by 
joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and 
knit together, increaseth with the increase of God." 
Instead of hearing what " the Spirit saith unto the 
* Dr. Bennett. 
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churches" as the only one who was promised to teach 
the disciples all things, and bring all things to their 
remembrance, whatsoever Christ had said unto them ; 
many have added unto these things, '' teaching for doc- 
trines the commandments of men." This spirit of inno- 
vation ^'which exalteth itself against the knowledge of. 
God" was permitted to appear at a very early period, as if 
to give the apostles an opportunity of writing warnings 
to us. Human additions were soon made to the terms 
of salvation. Dissatisfied with the simple requirement 
of faith in Christ to our justification, "certain men 
which came down from Judea taught the brethren, and 
said, except ye be circumcised after the manner of 
Moses, ye cannot be saved." Some of the believers at 
Rome are also found imposing unnecessary conditions 
of commimion, which led an apostle to lay down this 
golden rule for the admission of members in all ages, 
"wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also re- 
ceived us to the glory of God." 

In the church at Corinth we have a further illus- 
tration of the evil of not adhering to "the bible and 
the bible alone." Its members were composed of 
individuals of Jewish and Gentile origin. These 
forgot their Lord's command, "be ye not called Rabbi ; 
neither be ye called masters for one is your master 
even Christ ;" and, xmduly magnifying human wisdom, 
took the name of their respective teachers. Some were 
the idolizing followers of Paul the apostle of the Gen- 
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tiles, or of the eloquent ApoUos ; others, belonging 
to the circumcision, regarded Peter as the head of their 
sect ; whilst others refused to be called by the name of 
an inferior leader ; thus every one of them said "I am of 
Paul ; and I of Apollos ; and I of Cephas ; and I of 
Christ." Well might the apostle exclaim, with an em- 
phasis peculiar to himself, "is Christ divided ?" Instead 
of making him the supreme head of the church, 
they held him as the leader of opposing sects and 
systems, and thus practically renounced him alto- 
gether. 

"Now all these things happened unto them for en- 
samples ; and they are written for our admonition." 
To make the warning still more solemn, the canon of 
scripture thus closes; "for I testify unto every man 
that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, if 
any man shall add imto these things, God shall add 
unto him the plagues that are written in this book, and 
if any man shall take away from the words of the 
book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part 
out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and 
from the things which are written in this book." Such 
is the testimony of the last surviving apostle. Like 
his previous companions in office, he wishes us to know 
that what he records, "is not after man," but bears 
the broad seal of heaven. He joins in the sentiment 
of his "beloved brother Paul," "for I have received of 
the Lord that which I also delivered unto you ;" — it is 
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not I, but "He which testifieth these things." Thus 
the volume of revelation is finished with an open 
avowal of its diviue origin. Unlike false teachers, 
it was the apostle's joy to view himself as an humble 
instrument of the Spirit for the furtherance of the 
Redeemer's kingdom. He remembered what was said 
unto him at the giving of his commission, "it is not ye 
that speak but the Spirit of your Father which speak- 
eth in you." The gift was but for an appointed time. 
The sound of his master's voice falling on his ear, 
"surely I come quickly," rejoiced his heart, but was pro- 
phetic of the cessation of the apostolic office. 
He could however join in the strain of another bear- 
ing his name, "He must increase but I must decrease." 
He counts it an honour to have been the forerunner 
of such joyful times; and, having fulfilled his course, 
now casts the crown of apostleship before the feet of 
his glorified Redeemer, as an acknowledgment it is not 
mine, "neither received I it of man" — as an expression of 
purest loyalty — and as a confirmation of the intensity 
of his prayer, "amen ; even so come Lord Jesus." 

John uttered this response on behalf of the church. 
Reader, dost thou thyself join in the strain and sub- 
scribe the "amen," as expressive of the sincerity and 
intensity of inward emotion ? Perhaps in the language 
of impatience and surprise, thou art saying of thy Re- 
deemer, as was said on a different occasion, "why is his 
chariot so long in coming ? why tarry the wheels of 
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his chariots?" It may be that even thou hast delayed it. 
Instead of preparing the way of the Lord, perhaps thou 
hast increased the number of stumbling-blocks in the 
way of his people by giving heed to traditions, councils, 
private speculations and creeds— by enforcing sub- 
scriptions to human authority — ^by cultiyating a feeling 
of mutual recrimination — ^by proscribing all that dijffer 
from you — ^by attaching undue importance to imifor- 
mity in externals, and by magnifying points of disa- 
greement. The spirit which urges us to the adoption 
of such means, dismantled of all disguise, is sectarian- 
ism, and is therefore ill adapted to promote the inte- 
rests of the universal church; "for where envy and 
strife is, there is confusion and every evil work." Is 
there no principle which can disarm our oppo- 
nent^-^invite dispassionate attention-— open an avenue 
to conviction — ^melt the heart ? there is one, and only 
one, but it is the "bond of perfectness," and therefore 
is called "a more excellent way;" its name is 
charity. 

Even John once so mistook the nature of CQirist's king, 
dom as to seek its propagation by severity, and asked 
for fire to come down and consume the irreligious, but 
he never afterward forgot the rebuke which he received, 
but went everywhere "speaking the truth in 
Za»^," as the best weapon for its defence, and as most 
in harmony with the attraction of the cross. 

The same grace which first draws us to Christ causes 
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OUT hearts to abide in him, and to become members one 
of another. Holding the truth in love we grow up 
into him in all things which is the Head, even Christ ; 
and, each "being knit together in love, the whole body 
increaseth imto the edifying of itself in love.'^ 
Here then is the source of christian fellowship, here 
the tie which none can disunite. Would we see its 
spontaneous exercise, let us think of the hallowed 
scene once exhibited at Jerusalem. Peter and John 
had appeared before the sanhedrim to answer for a 
miracle they had recently wrought. They are released 
from the iron grasp of their persecutors, who are 
afraid any longer to detain them, "and being let go 
they went to their own company and reported all that 
the chief priests and elders had said unto them : and 
when they heard that, they lifted up their hearts to God 
with one accord;'* "and when they had prayed, the 
place was shaken where they were assembled together 
and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they 
spake the word of God with boldness. And the mul- 
titude of them that believed were of one heart and of 
one soul : neither said any of them that ought of the 
things which he possessed was his own ; but they had 
all things common." What a community of love ! 
upwards of five thousand hearts all vibrating in perfect 
harmony ; so united by a common bond, that whether 
one member sufier all the members suffer with it ! 
Communion has its seat in the heart and is the union 
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of christian affection. Therefore **let us love one 
another, for love is of God." 

But love rejoiceth in the truth. It is not therefore 
any mere earthly passion which constitutes the basis 
of this union. It is not enough to say that communion 
presupposes something held in common, for there are 
common feelings, opinions, relationships, friendships, 
interests and localities, which constitute family, com- 
mercial or national ties. Commimion is based on the 
"common salvation" as received by faith. Here is a 
preservative from the opposite extremes of latitudina- 
rianism and sectarian exclusiveness. The "one faith" 
which is the basis of christian unity, is found in the 
answer to the question, "what must I do to be saved?" 
in this respect as in others, it seemed good to the Holy 
Ghost to lay on us "no greater burden than these 
necessary things." Here then is a central point for all 
believers, and which therefore necessarily involves a 
mutual relationship. "There is one body and one 
Spirit, even as ye are called by one hope of your calling ; 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father 
of all, who is above all and through all and in you all." 
Such is the oneness of Christ's church which is built 
on "the unity of the faith;" discovers itself in the 
exercise of love ; and is maintained by the operation of 
the Spirit. 

Let the feeling manifested in the church at Thessa- 
lonica prevail every where, so that it may be said to 
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each christian society " your faith groweth exceedingly 
and the charity of every one of you all toward each 
other ahoundeth." Then the collective oneness of the 
church shall be visible — ^then the badge of discipleship 
shall be worn, and all men shall know that we are 
Christ's disciples because we love one another — then 
the middle wall of partition, which has been too often 
rebuilt, will be for ever taken down, and none venture 
to "build again the things" which Christ and his apos- 
tles have destroyed — then the watchmen shall stand 
on thy walls Jerusalem, lifting up their voice together, 
"for they shall see eye to eye" — then the jew shall be 
brought in with the fulness of the gentiles, "and 
there shall be one fold and one shepherd" — then shall 
the world believe that Christ has been sent of the 
Father, and embrace Christianity as divine — and then 
shall the memorable prayer of the great Intercessor be 
accomplished "that they all may be one." 

It may be asked in conclusion, where are your prac- 
tical exhibitions of this intercommunity of independent 
churches ? "We would refer such inquirers to the va- 
rious provincial associations of these separate fellow- 
ships, which have long since been formed for the pur- 
poses of fraternal intercourse, mutual help, and united 
exertion. Union and liberty constitute their basis. 
Conjointly they have accomplished important objects, 
for which singly they were inadequate : at the same 
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time all their meetings proceed on the acknowledgment of 
church power being vested in the individual churches 
and not in their officers. It is usual for the members 
of these associations, to assemble in the different towns, 
in turn, where their churches may be located, that their 
moral influence may be more widely di&sed. The 
hallowed spirit of christian charity discovers itself on 
these occasions in the mutual recognition of pious 
friendships, in compliance with the command, "be not 
forgetful to entertain strangers," and, above aU, in mem- 
bers of different denominations being invited to com- 
mune together at the table of the Lord, saying, " for 
we being many, are one bread and one body ; for we 
are all partakers of that one bread." 

For the promotion of the common interests of Christ's 
kingdom on a still larger scale, "the congregational union 
of England and Wales" was formed. As the former 
coimty associations were unions of the churches in 
their respective localities, it seems desirable that this 
should be a union of associations. Instead of intro- 
ducing any arbitrary power, it would, in the opinion of 
the writer, tend greatly to prevent it, and would at the 
same time facilitate and extend the interests of 
the general body. Would not these different coim- 
ty associations, sending up, through delegates, their 
respective opinions to the general assembly, direct its 
suggestions, the adoption of which, after all, must 
rest with the individual churches. The more municipal 
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rights are guarded, the better will the nation's wishes 
be represented. Whilst the senate controls, it will 
itself indirectly be controled, and thus a balance of 
power be preseryed. Between religious associations and 
civil institutions, however, we do not draw a parallel, 
their province is different, and legislative authority the 
former have not. Here then is a visible bond of 
union, for ever refuting the calunmy that independency 
is too incoherent in its parts ever to unite. And here 
is a safeguard against encroachment on individual rights, 
the surrender of which, churches are not permitted by 
their Lawgiver to make. 

For the benefit of some readers we subjoin the plan 
of the Congregational Union, as drawn up by 
a provisional conmiittee and agreed to by the 
members ; also, a statement of results, etc. 

I. That the imion of congregational churches and 
ministers throughout England and Wales, is foimded 
on a fall recognition of their own distinctive principle, 
namely, the scriptural right of every separate church to 
maintain perfect independence in the government and 
administration of its own particular affairs ; and there- 
fore that tJie union shall noty in any case, assume 
legislative authority , or become a court of appeal, 

II. That this union consist of county and district 
associations, together with any ministers and churches 
of the congregational order recognised by an associ- 
ation. 

F 
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m. That the following are the objects contem- 
plated in its formation. 

1. To promote evangelical religion in connexion 
with the congregational denomination. 

2. To cultivate brotherly affection and sincere co- 
operation in every thing relating to the interests of the 
associated churches. 

3. To establish fraternal correspondence with con- 
gregational churches, and other bodies of christians 
throughout the world. 

4. To address an annual or occasional letter to the 
associated churches, accompanied with such information 
as may be deemed necessary. 

5. To obtain accurate statistical information relative 
to the congregational churches throughout the kingdom 
and the world at large. 

6. To inquire into the present methods of collect- 
ing funds for the erection of places of worship, and to 
consider the practicability of introducing any improved 
plan. 

7. To assist in maintaining and enlarging the civil 
rights of protestant dissenters. 

IV. To promote the accomplishment of these 
objects, and the general interests of the union, an 
annual meeting shall be held, consisting, if practicable, 
of an equal number of ministers and laymen, and that 
each association may appoint such a number of repre- 
sentatives as it may deem necessary ; that the annual 
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meeting be held in London, or such other town or city 
as may from time to time be appointed : and at the 
annual meeting of delegates^ every minister and officer 
connected with any association imited in the general 
body, shall be eligible to attend and vote. 



Resttlts aleeadt attained by the Union. 

1. It has realised the conception of a imion of the 
independent churches of England and Wales, and has 
subjected it to the test of experiment for more than 
twelve years. 

2. It has secured numerous meetings of the 
delegates and brethren of the united churches, most 
harmonious, edifying, and invigorating in their 
character. 

3. It has maintained, both by delegations and 
tetters, fiatemal correspondence with bodies of evan- 
gelical christians in Scotland and Ireland, in the United 
States of America and the British Colonies, and on the 
Continent of Europe. 

4. It has put forth a declaration of faith and order 
of the congregational churches, which has been very 
widely circulated, with great approval and advantage. 
It has also issued various publications, and has com- 
menced a series of tracts, all designed to promote the 
interests of pure truth and vital religion in connexion 
with the churches and principles of independents. 
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6. It has originated efficient missions in the British 
Colonies, exerted a salutary influence on the home 
missions of the independent churches, and on their 
evangelical e£fbrts on behalf of Ireland. 

6. Its proceedings and publications have exerted a 
beneficial influence on the sentiments of the Indepen- 
dent body, in a period to them of equal difficulty and 
interest. 

7. And, lastly, secure foundations have been laid 
for the stability of the union, as a permanent medium 
for the fellowship, counsels, and action of the congre- 
gational churches of this country, as the events of the 
future may summon them to testimony, to action, or to 
suflering in the cause of Christ. 



The apostolical churches had only two standing 
orders of office-bearers. These were the bishopric and 
deaconship. ** At first," says Milner in his ecclesias- 
tical history, **or for some time, church governors were 
only of two ranks, presbyters and deacons ; at least 
this appears to have been the case in particular instan- 
ces ; as at Philippi and Ephesus ; and the term bishop 
was confounded with that of presbyter." Diocesan 
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episcopacy contends for three distinct orders of spiritual 
officers, whom they style, bishops, priests or presbyters, 
and deacons. In doing so we conceive that they depart 
from the apostolic model in several respects* They 
hereby distinguish the bishop from the presbyter, 
whereas the terms are used in scripture interchangeably 
— ^they make the bishop the overseer of the clergy 
mstead of that of the flock— they are not satisfied witt 
the deacon being the manager of the temporalities of 
the church but elevate him to a spiritual office — and 
they introduce gradations in the ministry whilst scrip- 
ture recognises an official equality. 

If the bishops be a superior order of ministry, vested with 
peculiar authority, how can we account for the following 
particulars, taken collectively ? In Acts xx. 17, we find 
that Paul sent from Miletus to Ephesus, " and caUed the 
elders (presbyters) of the church," and afterwards thus 
addressed them, "take heed therefore imto yourselves 
and to all the Jhck over the which the Holy Ghost 
hath made you overseers (literally bishops) to feed the 
church of God, which he hath purchased with his 
own blood." In this interesting record of a convo- 
cation of ministers, we find that the terms elders and 
bishops are used convertibly — that the bishops are 
called overseers of the flock and not of any other spiritual 
officers — that no distinction is made in their qualifica- 
tions, duties or ordination^— and that no official supe- 
riprity is hinted at, which, supposing Timothy to have 
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been present, is a little perplexing to the advocates of 
diocesan episcopacy. In 1 Tim. iv. 14, Paul exhorts the 
evangelist, "neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was 
given thee by prophecy with the laying on of the hands 
of the preiihptert/.** Here scripture is at variance with 
diocesan episcopacy, which allows not the presbyter to or- 
dain. Titus i. 5, 7, "for this cause left I thee in Crete, that 
thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, 
and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed 
thee : if any be blameless, etc., for a bishop must be 
blameless, as the steward of God." Here again the 
same qualifications, duties and ordination are men- 
tioned in reference to bishops and presbyters. Is it 
not remarkable that if diocesan episcopacy be of divine 
origin, Paul should not have alluded to it in either of 
the epistles to Timothy and Titus, when they were 
designed to be manuals for the guidance of the ministry 
in every age ? Whatever diffictJty attach to the pas- 
sages just cited many intrench themselves by the his- 
tories of Timothy and Titus and of the seven churches 
in Asia. How far these favor them let the reader judge 
from the testimonies of episcopalians themselves. 

Were Timothy and Titus examples of that superior 
order of nunistry which some contend for ? It is main- 
tained by some writers that these two individuals were 
bishops of Ephesus and Crete, and possessed similar 
authority to that now claimed by diocesan bishops. To 
what has already been advanced let us add the opinion 
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of the learned Whitby, "I assert that if by saying 
Timothy and Titus were bishops, the one of Ephesus, 
the other of Crete, we understand that they took upon 
them these churches or dioceses as their fixed and pe- 
culiar charge in which they were to preside for the term 
of life, I believe that Timothy and Titus were not thus 
bishops ; for, first, both Timothy and Titus were evan- 
gelists, and therefore were to do the work of an evan- 
gelist. Now the work of an evangelist, saith Eusebius 
was this, to lay the foundations of the faith in barba- 
rous nations, to constitute them pastors, and having 
committed to them the cultivating of these new plan- 
tations, they passed to other countries and nations. 
Secondly, as for Titus, he was only left at Crete to or- 
dain elders in every city, and to set in order the things 
that were wanting ; having, therefore done that work, 
he had done all that was assigned him in that station : 
and therefore St. Paul sends for him the very next 
year to Nicopolis."**** "Now I confess, that thes^e 
two instances absolutely taken, afford us no convincing 
arguments for a settled diocesan episcopacy, because 
there is nothing which proves they (Timothy and Titus) 
did, or were to exercise these acts of government rather 
as bishops than evangelists.'* 

The epistles to the seven churches in Asia were 
each addressed to one styled an angel. To this appel- 
lation many direct us as determining the question at 
issue. In a highly figurative book, considerable cau- 
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tion is required. It is usual to interpret what is ob- 
scure by what is plain. The first letter is addressed 
to the angel of the church at Ephesus : the reader is 
requested to refer to the observations already made on the 
meeting of the bishops of this church, and the conclusion 
drawn, that there was at that time no official superiority 
of teachers recognised. Does the term angel figura- 
tively refer to an ordinary single pastor; or to a diocesan 
bishop; or to a plurality of elders; or to a minister dis- 
tinguished from his brethren, not by superiority of 
office but by seniority, and therefore viewed as a 
president, and acting like a chairman on public 
occasions ? 

Archbishop Stillingfleet in his Irenicum, remarks, 
"if many things in the epistles be directed to the an- 
gels, but yet so as to concern the whole body, then of 
necessity the angel must be taken as a representative 
of the whole body, and then, why may not the word 
angel be taken by way of representation of the body 
itself; either of the whole church, or which is far 
more probable, of the concessus or order of presb)i:ers 
in that church ? We see what miserable, imaccountable 
arguments those are, which are brought for any kind 
of government, from metaphorical or ambiguous ex- 
pressions, or names promiscuously used." 

Campbell the learned piesbyterian, observes, **mu8t 
the angel of each church here addressed, be of an 
order differing from that of the other ministers, and 
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superior to it ; or must it imply their collective body ? 
. To me an intermediate opinion, which has been adopted 
by some critics, appears much more probable than 
either. My sentiment therefore is, that as in their 
consistories and congregations it would be necessary 
for the sake of order, that one should preside, both in 
the offices of religion and in their consultations for 
the common good, it is their president or chairman 
that is here addressed under the name of angel. Thus 
he was in the presbytery as the speaker in the house of 
commons, who is not of superior order to the other 
members of the house, but is a commoner amongst 
commoners, and is only, in consequence of that station, 
accounted the first among those of his own rank : a 
letter therefore to the congregation might very natu- 
rally be directed to him who possessed the first place, 
and presided among them. This solution appears to 
me the best, because it puts no undue stretch upon the 
words, and is perfectly compatible with that equality 
in power and order, which the uniform style of the 
Acts and the Epistles in the promiscuous application of 
the same appellatives, and in the use of the plural 
numbers on such occasions, proves to have subsisted 
among the pastors first settled by the apostles and evange- 
lists : this equality in my opinion is strongly supported." 
"Certain it is, that the very names of church officers 
were borrowed from the synagogue, which had also its 
elders, overseers, deacons or almoners ; and amongst 
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i^hom one usually presided, who was called l^e angel 
of the congregation — ^the title given by our Lord in the 
apocalypse, to the presidents of christian assemblies." 

Dr. Rainolds, in his conference with Hart, says> 
"presbyters were constituted bishops by the Holy 
Ghost, that they might superintend and feed the flock : 
and that this might be more eflectually accomplished 
by their united counsel and consent, they were accus- 
tomed to meet together in one company ; and to elect 
one as president of the assembly and moderator 
of the proceedings : whom Christ in the Revelation 
denominates the angel of the church, and to whom he 
writes those things which he meant to signify to the 
others. And this is the person whom the fathers 
afterwards in the primitive church denominated 
bishop." To these different opinions let us add that 
of the distinguished congregationalist. Dr. Doddridge, 
whose extreme candour is admitted by all denomina- 
tions. Referring to the angels of the seven churches, 
he says, "but it is certain that for any thing which 
appears in our Lord's epistles to them, that they might 
be no more than the pastors in single congregations 
with their proper assistants." Some have falsely sup- 
posed that independency recognises only one spiritual 
officer as well as office, whereas it advocates a plurality 
when local circumstances require it. Co-pastorships 
are becoming every day more common. The number 
of bishops and deacons in a church must be determined 
by its condition. 
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On a single passage in a Highly figurative part of the 
scriptures and much controverted, it is unsafe to build 
a system of ecclesiastical polity. The numerous ex- 
planations of the term angel which have been offered 
by different writers of eminence, bespeak the obscurity 
in which it is involved ; even episcopalians themselves 
are not agreed as to its meaning. Our object, in the 
foregoing observations, has not so much been to deter- 
mine the probable meaning of this passage, as to show 
that no solid proof has yet been afforded of its favoring 
diocesan episcopacy. From the plain and unequivocal 
statements in other parts of the new testament, we 
have already shown that there were only two ordinary 
and standing offices in the church — ^the pastoral and 
diaconal, and therefore comparing scripture with scrip- 
ture, we conclude that the term angel applies not to 
any distinct and superior order of ministry. It is often 
easy to prove that a wrong interpretation has been put 
upon a passage, whilst it may be exceedingly difficult 
to determine its precise meaning. 

We may here observe, that whilst the office of dea- 
cons is secular, it is to be filled only by men ''found 
blameless." The spiritual requirements enumerated 
in an epistle to Timothy, have led some individuals to 
consider that the deaconship must be an inferior order 
of ministry. It is enough to reply that the same high 
qualifications are specified in the election of deacons 
for the church at Jerusalem, when the sole avowed 
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object of the office was to "serve tables." Eighteen 
hundred years have well proved the wisdom of this 
divine arrangement. Churches find that whilst devoted 
deacons prove ^^ fellow helpers to the truth," those filling 
the office in a worldly spirit act as an incubus, and 
exert the benumbing influence of the torpedo. A 
useful deacon must be a man of God. As he stands 
over the treasury he ought not to be '^greedy of filthy 
lucre," but in all things show himself a pattern of 
benevolence. In the distribution of the alms of the 
church, in order to give a cup of cold water only in 
the name of a disciple^ he must "love the brethren." 
As he mixes with the world in his business, he must 
remember that he is a church officer and "be grave, 
not double tongued." He must allow the pastor to 
give himself "continually to prayer and to the ministry 
of the word," and not, by neglecting the duties or spirit 
of his office, cause him to "leave the word of God and 
serve tables ;" but to sympathize with the design of the 
pastorate, he himself must be a man of prayer, 
"holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience." 
Deacons! without piety, are you sufficient for these 
things ? You are "a spectacle to the world, to angels, 
and to men." It is not enough that yon be commer- 
cially upright ; yours is a labour of love, and, in the 
neglect of this spirit, you have wasted your Lord's 
money. In tho surrender of your stewardship you 
wiU have to account for the spirit, as well as the man> 
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ner in which the duties of office have been discharged. 
FaithM unto death, yours will be a crown of life, in 
addition to the "good degree" you have purchased to 
yourselves already : you will cease from your labours 
and yo\ir works will follow you. Members, sympathize 
with your deacons ; aid them in their labour of love ; 
and offer the fervent prayer on their behalf. Then among 
the illustrious dead, shall not only Jerusalem enrol the 
names of a Stephen and a Philip, but every church shall 
refer to this man and to that man who had "used the office 
of a deacon well.'* It will be ever an honor to a church 
to have had such deacons, it will be equally a crown of 
rejoicing to them, to have been chosen by such a 
community 1 

VI. 

From erroneous views of the christian ministry, has 
arisen the soul-deceiving doctrine of apostolical suc- 
cession. That we may not misrepresent its advocates, 
let their own language be cited. Dr. Hook, thou art 
permitted to speak for thyself. "The prelates, who at 
this present time, nde the churches of these realms, 
were validly ordained by others, who, by means of an 
imbroken spiritual descent of ordination, derived their 
mission from the apostles and from our Lord. This con- 
tinual descent is evident to every one who chooses to in- 
vestigate it. Let him read the catalogues of our bishops 
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I 

ascending up to the most remote period. Our ordinations | 

descend in a direct unbroken line from Peter and Paul, 
apostles of the circumcision and the gentiles. These 
great apostles successively ordained Linus, Cletus and 
Clement, bishops of Rome ; and the apostolic succes- 
sion was regularly continued from these to Celestine, 
Gregory and Vitalianus, who ordained Patrick bishop 
for the Irish, and Augustine and Theodore for the 
English. And from those times an iminterrupted series 
of valid ordinations has carried down the apostolical 
succession in our churches to the present day. There 
is not a bishop, priest, or deacon among us, who can- 
not, if he please, trace his own spiritual descent from 
St. Peter or St. Paul." But let other witnesses be 
called, and let them be from the Oxford tractarians. 
<< A regular imbroken succession has preserved among 
us ministers of God, whose authority to confer the 
gifts of his Spirit, is derived originally from the laying 
on of the hands of the apostles themselves."* 
'' Herein is the difference between the ministry of such 
persons as have received this commission from the 
bishop, and of those who have not received it ; that to 
the former, Christ has promised that His presence shall 
remain, 4o, I am with you always, even to the end of 
the world;' and that when they minister the word 
and sacraments (which are the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven) what they do upon earth, in his name, accord- 
Oxford Tracts, No. 7. 
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ing to his will, shall be ratified and made good in 
heaven. 'Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall 
be bound in heaven ; and- whatsoever thou shalt loose 
on earth shall be loosed in heaven.' But to those who 
have not received the commission, our Lord has given 
no such promise. A person not commissioned from 
the bishop, may use the words of baptism, and sprinkle 
or bathe with the water on earth, but there is no pro- 
mise from Christ, that such a man shall admit souls to 
heaven. A person not commissioned may break bread, 
and pour out wine, and pretend to give the Lord's 
supper, but it can afford no comfort to any to receive 
it at his hands, because there is no warrant from Christ 
to lead commimicants to suppose, that while he does 
so here on earth, they will be partakers of the Saviour's 
heavenly body and blood."* 

We would ask these high claimants if everf/ link in 
the chain of succession can be proved. In a court of 
law, in tracing a genealogical descent, a single flaw is a 
serious calamity. Now if there be only one interruption 
in the succession of bishops during the eighteen hundred 
years, where is the certainty of the sacred influence 
having been transmitted? Unfortunately for these 
tractarians, the entire chain hangs on a petitio pnncipii. 
It is contended that Peter was the fiist bishop of Rome. 
Where is the proof? Scripture offers no support ta 
the opinion. Neither Peter nor Paul speak of having 

♦ Oxford Tracts, No, 35, 
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founded this church, nor of sustaining office in connex- 
ion with it. It is not even proved that the former ever 
visited the imperial city. But who was the second 
ImTc ? Lint€S, exclaim Irenseus, Eusebius and Jerome ! 
It was not Linus, but Clement, who immediately suc- 
ceeded Peter, say others, including Tertullian ! whilst 
bishop Pearson declares that Linus died be/ore Peter, 
and how then could he be his successor? Let us 
inquire for the third link. The answer is equally un- 
satisfactory ; for some state it was Cletus, others Ana- 
cletus, and others that these different names were the 
appellations of the same person ! Who was the fourth 
link ? Clement, says Dr. Hook, but it has already been 
contended that he was the second, and dead by this 
time ! Taking another part of the chain we find in- 
creased difficulty in settling the claims of rival popes, 
several of whom would contend for the power of the 
keys at the same time, each proscribing the other and 
seeking to destroy him. Among the deposed popes 
was Gregory the xiith, and he ordained Chichley, arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, from whom, as a matter of 
course, other anglican bishops must have received 
orders. 

But allowing the links in the chain to be numerically 
perfect, what can the successionists think of the aw- 
fully corrupt channel through which they trace their 
spiritual descent ? Much has been said of the purity of 
the church long after the age of the apostles; but 
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were not early apostacies foretold ? Paul addresses the 
bishops at Ephesus on the fearful consequences of im- 
piety, and adds, "for I know this that after my depart- 
ing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not 
sparing the flock ; also of your own selves shall men 
arise speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples 
after them." History shows that anti-christ soon 
entered, and abounded in various parts. Papal Rome 
became "the great city, which spiritually is called 
Sodom and Egypt," vying with the one for immorality, 
and with the other for oppression. The papal hier- 
archy has presented the grossest scenes of wickedness 
ever perpetrated. One flUed the chair of St. Peter 
for two years, having during that time disguised her sex 
and was proved to have been a prostitute ! Says 
Cardinal Baronius, as quoted by Powell, "oh! what 
was then the face of the holy Roman church ! how 
filthy, when the vilest and most powerful whores 
ruled in the court of Rome ! by whose arbitrary sway 
dioceses were made and unmade ; bishops were con- 
secrated, and — ^which is inexpressibly horrible to be 
mentioned ! false popes , their paramours^ were thrust 
into the chair of Peter, who in being numbered as 
Popes serve no purpose except to fill up the catalo- 
gues of the popes of Rome. For who can say that 
persons thrust into the popedom without any law, by 
whores of this sort were legitimate popes of Rome. 
In these elections no mention is made of the acts of 
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the clergy, either by their choosing the pope at the 
time of his election, or of their consent afterwards. 
All the canons were suppressed into silence ; the voice 
of the decrees of former pontiffs was not allowed to 
be heard ; ancient traditions were proscribed ; the cus- 
toms formerly practised in electing the pope, with the 
sacred rites, and pristine usages, were all extinguished. 
In this manner, lust, supported by secular power, 
excited to phrenzy in the rage for domination, ruled in 
all things," Such is the bold reproof of the conduct 
of the papal church in the tenth century by one of its 
cardinals ! Well may we exclaim, "doth a fountain 
send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter," 
and if not, why trace the validity of the christian 
ministry to the imposition of such hands ? Ashamed 
of such a descent, many of the clergy refer us to a 
different pedigree. Their fruitful imagination has 
pictured the scene of Paul the aged, landing on 
British shores, and for ever securing the transmission 
of sacramental virtue through the anglican church, by 
ordaining bishops, who in turn could impart authority 
to others. But, alas ! there is no proof of Britain's 
soil having received the impress of the apostle's foot. 
Assertion is not proof. But supposing the truth of this 
statement of what avail is it ? Does not the history of 
the church of England show that she has been papal as 
well as protestant, instead of adhering to the one faith. 
The poison of popery which this party profess to dread. 
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has already been in the veins of their forefathers ; and 
therefore without avail does an evangelical clergyman 
take shelter in the orthodoxy of his own bishop, for 
the ancestry of this prelate may have been nourished 
in the doctrines of the Romish heresy. Puseyism in 
this respect is more honest than its neighbours, and 
openly acknowledges, that apostolical descent must be 
traced through these impure vehicles. *'Be it remem- 
bered," say the tractarians, "that the apostolic powers 
if not transmitted through these, in some instances, 
corrupt channels, have not been transmitted to our 
times at all. Unless then we acknowledge the reality 
of such transmission, we must admit that the church 
which Christ founded is no longer to be found upon 
the earth, and that the promise of his protection, so 
far from being available to the end of the world, is for- 
gotten and out of date already/' But perhaps popish 
corruption will not be dreaded by any of the succes- 
sionists, so much as the possibility of any informality 
in the consecration of a bishop at any time past. 
Have all the bishops been duly baptized, confirmed, etc., 
so that their ordination be not nullified ? If any such 
defection attach to any one prelate, can those who 
have received the imposition of his hands be sure that 
they have been made partakers of the Holy Ghost ? 
Supposing that "ignorance is bliss" few probably have 
laboriously investigated their apostolic origin through 
many of its intermediate links. They may have set 
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out with the determination to go thiougli the chain, 
but soon one link has been found wanting, another 
doubtful, another tempered with dissent ! The 
mind loses itself in wandering mazes and longs for 
some Ariadne's clue to extricate itself from such per- 
plexing windings. Let us hear the statement of a 
learned prelate.* "There is not a minister in all 
Christendom who is able to trace up with any approach 
to certainty, his own spiritual pedigree.*** It is in- 
conceivable that any one even moderately acquainted 
with history can feel a certainty, or any approach to 
certainty, that, amidst all this confusion and corrup- 
tion, every requisite form was in every instance, strictly 
adhered to, by men, many of them openly profane and 
secular, \mres trained by public opinion, through the 
gross ignorance of the population among which they 
lived ; and that no one not duly consecrated or or- 
dained was admitted to sacred offices.*** Even in 
the memory of persons living, there existed a bishop, 
concerning whom there was so much mystery and 
uncertainty prevailing, as to when, where, and by 
whom he had been ordauied, that doubts existed in 
the minds of many persons whether he had been or- 
dained at all. I do not say that there was good ground 
for the suspicion ; but I speak of the fact, that it did 
prevail ; and that the circumstances of the case were 
such as to make manifest the possibility of such an 
* Archbishop Whately. 
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irregularity occurring under such circumstances.*** 
It is no wonder, therefore, that the advocates of this 
theory studiously disparage reasoning ; depreciate all 
exercise of the mind in reflection ; decry appeals to 
evidence, and lament that even the power of reading 
should be imparted to the people." The reader per- 
haps may know that this is not the first time allusion 
has been made to certain bishops, whose reputed dis- 
senting parentage or other like misfortimes, have led 
thdr brethren to question the entire validity of their 
ministrations ! 

The advocates of this doctrine have imwittingly in- 
volved the chiirch of England in the guilt of schism ! 
Has not this community often protested against the 
papal heresy, and openly avowed her dismembership 
from Rome at some time past. But why this rent in 
the body, and what was the date of its occurrence ? 
It will be replied by some that Rome was the schis- 
matic by departing from the apostles' doctrine, and thus 
compelling England to leave her communion, if she 
would retain her own original purity. " True, Rome is he- 
retical now," say the tractarians, "nay, grant that she 
has thereby forfeited her orders ; yet at least she was 
not heretical in the primitive ages. If she has apos- 
tatized, it was at the council of Trent."* Do they 
then admit that up to this period Rome was orthodox ? 
Why then did the anglican church separate from her 

* Oxford Tracts, No. 15, p. 10. 
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mother before this time ? Previously to the year 1545, 
when the council of Trent was held, the pope's supre- 
macy had been renounced ; a dissolute king and a mur- 
derer made protector and supreme head of the church 
of England ; and the great reformation commenced ! 
According then to tractarianism this spiritual body must 
have separated without an adequate cause ! Error is de- 
fended with blows rather than with arguments, and 
this may account for the bitter spirit now displayed 
towards the reformers, whose names have been pro- 
nounced hateful. Either the Anglican or Romish church 
must have been schismatic. If Rome be guilty of 
schism, is it not perilous for the hierarchy of this coun- 
try to trace their lineage through her ? but if she be 
innocent, then is England itself chargeable with the 
unpardonable sin. Dissenters are thankful that they 
have not to extricate themselves from the horns of 
such a dilemma. Tractarians, by their rejection of the 
doctrine of justification by faith, heed not the "voice 
from the four horns of the golden altar which is before 
God," and yet are afraid openly to avow themselves 
among them "who had received the mark of the beast, 
and them that worshipped his image." They therefore 
say, " the glory of the English church, is, that it lies 
between the (so called) Reformers and the Romanists." 
Fond of giving heed to fables they might, in their mys- 
tic sense, repeat the old advice : — 
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** Utque ferant sequos et coelum et terra calores, 

Nee preme, nee summum molire per sethera currum. 

Altids egressiis ccelestia tecta cremabis, 

Inferitis terras ; medio tuHssimua ibis, 

Neu te dexterior tortum declinet in Anguem, 

Keve sinisterior pressam rota ducat ad Aram ; 

Inter utrumque tene." 

The anti-scriptural character of this doctrine is fur- 
ther exhibited in its persecuting spirit. Churches of 
the greatest purity in faith and discipline have been 
proscribed because not belonging to the same order. 
Curses, more numerous than those pronounced from 
mount Ebal, have been poured on the heads of dissen- 
ters, many of whom have been declared beyond the 
reach of mercy, or saved, yet so as by fire. Non- 
conformists refer with delight to their commentator, 
Matthew Henry — ^their critical expositor, Doddridge — 
their lyrist, Isaac Watts — ^their essayist, Foster — their 
orator, Hall — ^their allegorist, Bunyan — their mission- 
aries, Morrison, Carey and Williams, whilst time would 
fail to enumerate their divines, including Howe, Char- 
nock, Owen, Baxter and Fidler In the very men- 
tion of such names they feel themselves communing 
with the spirits of just men made perfect. But is their 
memory blessed to the apostolic successionist ? Per- 
haps he has secretly said "Master we saw one casting 
out devils in thy name and he foUoweth not us ; and 
we forbad him because he foUoweth not us.'' Could 
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all the good eflfected by each of the above eminent 
characters be known, even the anglican priesthood 
must feel the force of the Saviour's reproof "forbid 
him not : for there is no man which shall do a miiucle 
in my name, that can lightly speak evil of me ; for he 
that is not against us is on our part." Think of the tens 
of thousands of churches planted in our own coimtry, 
in Wales, in Scotland, in Ireland, throughout the con- 
tinent, in our colonies, in the islands of the pacific, in 
Africa, and in the far east. He that would anathema- 
tize these fellowships, because they refuse to give heed 
to endless genealogies, does he breathe the spirit of 
the apostle who said, "notwithstanding, every way, 
whether in pretence or in truth, Christ is preached: and 
I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice." May we 
not teU them "ye know not what manner of spirit ye 
are of." This feeling, uncurbed by civil authority, 
would lead to the sword, the faggot and other species 
of violence; so true is it that "whoso hateth his brother 
is a murderer." It has been weU remarked by a dis- 
senting minister* "how wide has been the departure 
from the true scripture idea of schism — is sufficiently 
exemplified in the fact, that it is regarded with horror, 
and is pronounced to be a dreadfril sin, chiefly by those, 
whose communion is forsaken for another. The bare 
separation itself; or even the mere circumstance of 

* See an admirable prize essay on schism, by Professor 
Hoppus, L.L.D., F.II.S. 
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being connected with a denomination which has once 
separated, has often been enough to provoke the charge 
of schism. On the contrary, though the conduct of 
those who have left a christian society, may have been 
really schismatical, while they were in it, little is apt to 
be thought of the past by the conununity with which 
the separatists now imite. So different is the medium 
of vision to those who lose, and to those who receive 
adherents to their opinions ! Woidd christians return to 
the inspired sense of the word schism, and allow 
their minds to be thoroughly imbued with the aposto- 
lical idea of this evil, as the indulgence of a conten- 
tious, unbrotherly, proud, domineering, calumnious, 
uncharitable spirit in religion, there would be more 
hope of mutual justice, and of restoration of imity." 

This system has proved awfully delusive. Intelligent 
inquiry is decried, superstition fostered, blind cre- 
dulity commanded. What is the result? the mind 
becomes enslaved, forgets that religion is a reasonable 
service, and deems passive obedience to the priest the 
very essence of virtue. The poor man goes on the 
sabbath to *his church;' there he hears a reputed suc- 
cessor of the apostles, ''speak great swelling words of 
vanity," saying, "this is the only church in this realm 
which has a right to be sure that she has the Lord's 
body to give to his people." A dissenting minister is 
alluded to in terms of reproach as an unauthorized 
teacher, whose expositions of Qod's word can do no 

H 
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good. The design of this warning is fully answered, in 
the secret determination of the people never to enter a 
conventicle. The command from the pulpit is followed 
up by personal interviews with such as may have ven- 
tured elsewhere, to hear the simple preaching of Christ 
crucified. What said our Lord to certain scribes and 
Pharisees ? "Woe imto you, for ye shut up the kingdom 
of heaven against men ; for ye neither go in yourselves 
neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in." Do 
any of oiir opponents reply, "thus saying thou reproach- 
est us also :" we can only add, that whoever prevents 
a man from hearing the doctrine of justification by faith 
scripturally explained, comes under the condemnation. 
But priestly domination extends its influence still 
further. Not only is the poor man expressly forbidden 
to tread other pastures, but even to question the 
doctrine advanced from the pulpit. Paul, in address- 
ing the Thessalonians, "reasoned with them out of the 
scriptures," and commends the Bereans because "these 
were more noble than those in Thessalonica in that they 
received the word with all readiness of mind, and 
searched the scriptures daily whether these things 
were so." But do not his avowed successors insinuate 
the danger of such a practice, and that as the lips of 
the priest keep knowledge, no private examination of 
the bible is necessary. Is it not, alas ! faith in the min- 
ister rather than in the truth, spiritually appre- 
hended, that thousands exercise. A distinguished 
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clergyman* has written, "when every thing seems 
against them, so that on a carnal calculation you would 
suppose the services of the church stripped of all 
efficacy, then by acting faith in the head of the minis- 
try, they are instructed and nourished ; though in the 
main, the given lesson be falsehood and the proffered 
sustenance be little better than poison." Would not 
our Lord's comment on the conduct of such teachers, 
who veil the truth by their glosses, instead of unlock- 
ing its meaning, be, "Ye have taken away the key of 
knowledge : ye enter not in yourselves, and them that 
were entering in ye hindered" "My people are des- 
troyed for lack of knowledge : because thou hast re- 
jected knowledge I will also reject thee, that thou shalt 
be no priest to me" Ought we not to blush for our 
country, that one of the most popular clergymen of the 
day, who constantly preaches to listening throngs 
of immortal souls, all hanging on his lip 
with breathless stillness — ^the very idol of intellect, 
drawing around the most loamed admirers, should have 
uttered, yea repeated, yea stereotyped a sentiment so 
opposed to scripture — to philosophy — to common sense. 
Only let the multitude at large adopt it, and it matters 
not whether truth or falsehood be preached. Error is 
considered no longer dangerous ; that scripture no 
longer necessary, "ye shall know the truth and the 
truth shall make you free ;" the sentiment of antiquity 

♦Rev. H. Melville, B.D. 
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is confirmed by ten thousand yoices to be true, that 
'ignorance is the mother of devotion." 

It may be asked if it be safe to allow churches to 
judge of the qualifications of their teachers, and if so, 
what is the criterion they are to adopt. Happily scrip- 
ture answers the question. Says the apostle John, 
" beloved believe not every spirit, but try the spirits 
whether they are of God ; because many false pro- 
phets are gone out into the world." Instead of appeal- 
ing to miracles and genealogies, the question whether a 
man was a true prophet, was to be determined by the 
agreement of his doctrine with that of the apostles. 
"We are of God : he that knoweth God heareth us: 
he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know 
we the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error." How- 
ever humbling to the apostoKcal suocessionists it may 
appear, the apostle here concedes the right of private 
judgment to the hearers, as competent, by a prayerful 
perusal of the scriptures, to ascertain who preached 
the truth and who, error. The doctrine of the apostles, 
as found in the written word, is the test by which we 
are to try the spirits now. It may be added, that correct- 
ness of life must enter into the means of judging of a 
man's call. However clearly certain truths be ex- 
pounded, if the preacher himself be a man of the 
world, he belies his call to the bishoprick, not having 
those moral qualifications enumerated in the scriptures. 
The same inspired writer who says that a bishop must be 
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apt to teach, also adds that he must be blameless. Vital 
piety must be determined by the life. "Beware of 
false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, 
but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know 
them by their fruits." Any minister not possessing 
these qualifications is to receive no encouragement in 
his work from the churches. ''If there come any unto 
you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into 
your house neither bid him God speed; for he that 
biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds." 
The succession for which ministers must contend, is 
handing down the apostles' doctrine in their preaching 
and in their lives. Thus only will the truth of the 
gospel continue with us, and the Spirit be poured out 
from on high to give its ministers success. Whilst 
these men appeal to pedigree and episcopal ordination, 
as imparting to them qualification to convert souls, but 
do not point to the actual success of their boasted 
ministrations ; let the humble pastor refer to the new 
births and altered Iwes efiected by his preaching, and 
let others judge who most resemble the apostles. " If 
I be not an apostle unto others, yet doubtless I am to 
you : for the seal of my apostUship are ye in the 
Lord,'^ Even Paul could establish his call to office 
by alluding to the fruit of his labours. 

" Would I describe a preacker, such as a Paul, 
*• Were he on earth, would hear, approve and own, 
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" Paul should himself direct me. I would trace 
** His master-strokes, and draw from his design. 
" I would express him simple, grave, sincere ; 
" In doctrine uncorrupt ; in language plain, 
** And plain in manner ; decent, solemn, chaste, 
" And natural in gesture, much impressed 
" Himself, as conscious of his awful charge, 
" And anxiously mainly that the flock he feeds 
" May feel it too ; affectionate in look, 
" And tender in address, as well becomes 
" A messenger of grace to guilty men. 
" Behold the picture ! Is it like ? — Like whom ? 
** The things that mount the rostrum with a skip, 
" And then skip down again ; pronounce a text, 
" Cry — ^hem ; and reading what they never wrote, 
" Just fifteen minutes, huddle up their work, 
" And with a weU-bred whisper close the scene." 

Can there he any real successors to the apostles ? 
There is no superfluous instrumentality employed by 
God. He employs only such means as are necessary 
to accomplish the end. When men have been invested 
with extraordinary gifts, some object of proportionate 
magnitude has called for them ; from their cessation 
therefore, we legitimately conclude that the divine 
purpose is ftdfilled. For extraordinary gifts to remain 
in the church when ordinary bestowments would 
suflice, would partake rather of the character of human 
waste than of divine economy. Christ having become 
a high priest, the typical sacerdotal office is abrogated. 
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Did not the apostles receive their commission for a 
special object, for which their miraciilous gifts were in- 
dispensable. Now that their acts and writmgs, all 
performed under supernatural influence, are recorded 
in the canon of scripture, and inspiration has ceased ; 
may we not infer that their office is no longer needed. 
If any one still says, " am I not an apostle ?" we will 
modestly ask him to produce his credentials. The 
apostles were eye witnesses of the resurrection of 
Christ — they received their commission immediately 
from him — they were infallible teachers, all preaching 
precisely the same doctrine — they were endowed with 
miraculous powers and capable of imparting them. Do 
these modem claimants possess these gifts? Whence then 
their superiority over other ministers ? To preach, to 
baptize, to ordain, to rule, were prerogatives possessed 
by the presbyters at large in the days of the apostles. 
K then these men have no gifts to convey, peculiar to 
themselves, whence their similarity to their professed 
models. Dr. Hook may continue to assert, "the officer, 
whom we now call a bishop, was at first an apostle ;" 
but we will continue to ask for the proof, and leave the 
reader to judge if the apostleship be successional. 

In the few preceding pages the doctrine of aposto- 
lical succession has been explained in the language of 
its most eminent abettors ;^to whose testimony we have 
added remarks on the insufficient proof by which it is 
supported — on its pernicious tendency — on the difierent 
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test which scripture prescribes forjudging of a valid 
ministry — and on the cessation of the apostleship. 
Before dismissing the subject, it may be well, briefly to 
account for the rise and spread of this system ; thereby 
the reader may be better enabled to counteract its 
influence. 

The pride of human nature lies at the root of this 
evil. This feeling has ever been the antagonist of God 
and man. It has proved the worst foe to Christianity. 
At the commencement of the present dispensation, it 
discovered its hatred of the freeness of the gospel, and 
led man to seek out many inventions whereby this per- 
fection might be obscured. Pride is often connected 
with artful policy. Intrigue is the character of its in- 
fernal author. Satan transforms himself into an angel 
of light, and stirs up a number to renounce Judaism and 
outwardly embrace Christianity, that enemies may enter 
the camp in disguise, and secretly dijQEuse vital error. 
" Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned 
of grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not, 
but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his 
faith is counted for righteousness." Any thing which, 
under covert, can lead the mind to depend on a self 
righteousness conjointly with that of Christ, is the 
serpenfs aim. Mark his profound wisdom. Circum- 
cision is still practised, and when not made a substitute 
for Christ, was viewed by the apostles as immaterial. 
Thus Paul without the compromise of any principle. 
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took and circumcised Timothy ; but although on this 
occasion he listened to the prejudices of the jews, he 
would not consent to the circumcision of Titus, when 
it was made an essential to salvation. Any dependence 
on this rite he knew would be incompatible with the 
doctrine of justification by faith, for it would be vir- 
tually going about to estabhsh their own righteousness. 
A proof of this fact is derived from the readinesis of 
the Jews to embrace the gospel on such terms. Its 
freeness was destroyed, and therefore its obnoxiousness 
removed. Hence says the apostle, "if I yet preach 
circumcision, why do I yet suflfer persecution ? then is 
the offence of the cross ceased." Satan knowing that 
to those leaning on any part of the law, Christ had 
become of none efiect, triumphs in quieting the 
minds of thousands, by fostering the persuasion that 
these members were in Chnst, • whilst in reality they 
were still secretly under the law. Here then is the 
early working of pride among professors who "had not 
submitted themselves to the righteousness of God." 
Dare we be more charitable than the bible, and account 
for the strenuous advocacy of sacramental efficacy now 
prevailing, to any other source, " I judge no man :" but 
when certain conduct is traced in scripture to certain sin- 
ful feelings, is it a regard for God, or man, which tempts 
us to put a milder construction upon it ? When we 
say that the design of the two ordinances of baptism 
and the Lord's supper, is mistaken by the tractarians, 

I 
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we cherish no arrogance but only seek to warn others. 
Instead of viewing them as symbols, exerting a moral 
influence by means of the truth they vividly exhibit, 
it is said, ''that sacraments are not bare signs, but 
do convey that also which they signify." They there- 
fore are made vehicles of grace operating by some speU. 
The pride of human nature also shows itself in a love of 
power. To be caUed Kabbi has been deemed an envia- 
ble distinction. In what way can authority be more 
successfully usurped, than by having dominion over the 
people's faith. The doctrine of the efficacy of sacra- 
ments when administered by proper hands, has well 
prepared the way for despotism. Had the community 
continued to believe that faith in the truth, and not the 
mere outward performances of rites, justified the soul, 
the fulmination of popes and others would have excited 
pity, rather than terror. When the clergy are virtually 
viewed as mediators, and men believe that their salva- 
tion depends on the ministers rightly performing an 
ordinance, tyranny to any extent may be exercised. 
" I stand between God and the sinner" was the excla- 
mation of one in holy orders, not long since to a friend 
of the writer. The interpretation must be left for the 
reader to make. 

Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter. 
" Of these things put them in remembrance, charging 
them before the Lord that they strive not about words 
to no profit, but to the subverting of the hearers." 
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" Neither give heed to fables and endless genealogies, 
which minister questions rather than godly edifying 
which is in faith : now the end of the commandment is 
charity out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, 
and of faith imfeigned : £tom which some having 
swerved have turned aside imto vain jangling ; desiring 
to be teachers of the law ; understanding neither what 
they say, nor whereof they affirm." ^'Christ sent me not 
to baptize hut to preach the gospel ; not roith wiS' 
dom of wordsy lest the cross of Christ should he 
made of none effect J'^ 

The substance of the above article on apostolical succession, 
was delivered in the author's own pulpit, some time since, 
when a desire was expressed for its publication. A clergyman, 
then officiating in the town, had on the preceding sabbath, 
attacked dissent, in a manner demanding some public notice. 
It is due to the vicar to state, that he joined not in the assault, 
but took the wiser course of Gamaliel. Another proof was 
afforded on the occasion, of persecution overleaping its own 
designs. A spirit of inquiry was aroused as to the justice of 
any denomination claiming exclusive right to the ministry, and 
many episcopalians who heard the attack on nonconformity, 
liberally attended the chapel to hear its defence. Atten- 
tion to the subject was further excited, by the Rev. J. Young, 
(baptist minister) and congregation, closing their place of wor- 
ship and uniting with their independent brethren. — Any de- 
nomination, resorting to bribery and threatening, may well 
doubt its divine authority, and will eventually suffer from a re- 
action in its disfavour. 
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VII. 

In the foregoing essay^ an attempt has been made, 
impartially to describe the distinctive features of the 
apostolical chinches. Congregationalism aims at con- 
formity to this scriptural model : of the closeness of 
this resemblance, the reader is requested to judge for 
himself. Congregational churches require spirituality 
of membership— refuse alliance with civil governments 
— claim the right of entire seK management — cultivate 
friendly intercommunion with other fellowships — ^recog- 
nize no official superiority among their ministers, and 
choose only two orders of church officers, called bishops 
and deacons. If it be demurred that we have gone too 
much to the new Testament for support of our system, 
it is enough to reply, that we seek not a model 
for church government in Jewish polity, which has long 
since been abrogated, but in the acts of the apostles, 
which only, we need scarce say, are found in the latter 
portion of the bible. It might be added in defence 
that the hebrew polity cannot be imitated. The Jewish 
establishment was alike ecclesiastical and civil, recog- 
nizing Jehovah himself as its head, who, in both de- 
partments revealed his will by supernatural interposi- 
tion. Do christians now live under this theocracy ? 
But supposing it imitable, the system would little 
favor modem religious establishments, for the kings of 
Israel, as such, had no right to rule in the church. 
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Although we have not built the theory of Congrega- 
tionalism on expediency, but on the rock of the apos- 
toHc model, it may be proved that this system conduces 
to the best practical results. Thus the saying proves 
correct, that whilst truth is productive of utility, utility 
is indicative of truth. 

Churches of this order are commended by their 
spiritual simplicity. Numerous offices, repetition of 
forms, imposing pageantry, costly expenditure, form no 
part of this system. It imposes no such unnecessary 
burdens, and those resorting to them do not strictly 
belong to it. The sanctuary service of this community 
comprises the reading and explanation of God's word, 
the offering of prayer and thanksgiving, and the sing- 
ing of the songs of Zion. In addition to these mental 
exercises, they, in obedience to their great Head, 
observe the two positive institutes of the christian 
church, in their receiving the initiatory rite of baptism, 
and in sitting down to the supper of the Lord. To 
the unrenewed mind, such simplicity affords no charm. 
It imderstands not the meaning of seeing Him who 
is invisible, never having apprehended by faith, the 
truth as explained by the Spirit. Not holding commu- 
nion with God as revealed in his sacred oracles, the 
apostle seems to enjoin an unmeaning service : '' let 
the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom ; 
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs,singing with grace id your hearts 
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to the Lord." Hence has arisen the prevailing restless- 
ness of man for ceremonial observances, which might 
appeal to the eye, the ear, the taste, and the ol- 
factory nerve, which senses have been regaled by 
music, meats and drinks, incense and images. To the 
sensualJewsthe humble upper room audits services prov- 
ed truly offensive, as they thought on their temple with 
its gate which is called beautiful— of their high-priest 
standing before them in his gorgeous vestments— of 
their altar smoking with most fragrant incense — of the 
return of annual festivities— of their nimierous sacri- 
fices. Though the gospel jubilee, to which their kings 
and prophets looked forward with frenzy of delight, 
was being proclaimed in their hearing, the trumpet 
seemed to give an uncertain sound, for they caught 
not its spiritual meaning. — Their feeling has been 
handed down, and herein Gentile and Jew have often 
been one. The same dissatisfaction with the simple 
institutes of the gospel, led the papal church to intro- 
duce its imposing rituals, beautiful robes, magnificent 
processions, mitres, tapers, lustrations, images, saints 
days, and extreme imction. They moreover converted the 
Lord's table into an altar, the ministry into a priest- 
hood, the eucharist into a sacrifice, and introduced the sign 
of the cross in baptism. But does this pageantry pertain 
exclusively to Rome ? May we notsay to the professedly 
protestant state church of this coimtry, '* after that ye 
have known God, or rather are known of God, how 
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turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, 
whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage ? Ye ob- 
serve days and months, and times and years." "Where- 
fore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of 
the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye 
subject to ordinances, (touch not; taste not; handle 
not ; which all are to perish .virith the using) after the 
commandments and doctrines of men? which things 
have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and 
humility, and neglecting of the body ; not in any ho- 
nour to the satisfying of the flesh/' After such apos- 
tolic prohibitions, such innovations cannot be deemed 
matters of indifference. The numerous rites of Juda- 
ism were only " imposed until the time of reforma- 
tion." That period has arrived. Type now gives way 
to antitype, shadow to substance, materiality to what is 
spiritual, that which was outward in the flesh to that 
which is inward. The gospel circumcision is that of 
the hearty in the spirit and not in the letter. Here 
is the reason "the Word was made flesh and dwelt 
among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father) full of grace and truth." 
The Jew, had he looked on the Messiah, might have gained 
more knowledge of the Godhead than by aU his ritual 
observance. He that hath seen me, said the Saviour, 
hath seen the Father also. Jesus the Son of God has 
since passed into the heavens, and our mortal eyes 
behold him not. Still we need not return to ceremo- 
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nies for one has come, who has promised to take of the 
things of Christ and show them imto us. We live 
under the ministration of the Spirit, and through his 
word and influences, with open face behold a& in a 
glass, the glory of the Lord. In this day of formality 
let us pray that churches be not corrupted from the 
simplicity that is in Christ. The system of congrega* 
tionalism is thus spiritual, — ^let our practice still 
warrant the eulogium once pronoimced by the Earl of 
Chatham, '^ the dissenting ministers are represented as 
men of close ambition : they are so my Lords ; and 
their ambition is to keep close to the college of fisher^ 
men, not of cardinals ; and to the doctrine of inspired 
apostles, not to the decrees of interested and asj^lidng 
bishops. They contend for a scriptural creed* and 
spiritual worship." May it not be said of .tthe1|^(msti- 
tution of apostoHcal churches as contrasted witfei other 
systems ? *j 

" O how unlike the complex works of man, 

" Heaven's easy, artless, imencimiber*d plan ! ' 

" No meritricious graces to begmle, * ; 

** No clustering ornaments to clog the pile ; 

« From ostentation as from weakness free, 

** It stands like the cerulean arch we see, 

" Majestic in its own simplicity." 

Congtegationalism is further commended by the 
universality of its adaptation. The history of mis- 
sions furnishes an indisputable proof of this fact. The 
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missionary on reaching the foreign shore seeks to preach 
the gospel to every creature. Multitudes, from various 
motives, flock to see and hear this reported "setter 
forth of strange Gods." What has been the effect of 
a scene so new ? Some have mocked, others have cried 
"we will hear thee again of this matter,'* howbeit, 
certain men and women have cleaved unto him and be- 
lieved. The first class may retire altogether, or become 
occasional hearers ; the second wish to receive further 
instruction before they embrace the doctrine, and form 
themselves into a congregation ; whilst the last, alien- 
ated from their former companions in religious views 
and feelings, seek fellowship among themselves, and 
instead of feasting in the idol's temple, partake of the 
Lord's supper as a memorial of his death, a pledge of 
attachment to their new Master, a token to the world 
of their public profession, and as a bond of christian 
imion ; with the missionary as their pastor. Thus in a 
brief space of time, without any consultation with civil 
powers, any infringement on national customs, any in- 
jury to society, any force, save that of truth, on the con- 
science, a church is formed. The first sanctuary is 
probably a house or hut of one of the regenerated 
natives, until time is afforded for the construction of 
a suitable building, which is generally attempted with 
a zeal that may put us to the blush. — ^What hinders 
congregational churches from being planted in every 
part of the world ? In the first instance missionary 
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churches must be of this order. Agents of societies 
advocating different views, have been compelled to 
adopt the primitive model ; and afterwards, as events 
would allow, have grafted the peculiarities of their own 
system upon it. The imiversal adaptation of the above 
polity, is seen in the fact, that missionaries on their 
voyage to distant lands have had a floating sanctuary, 
and in it a christian church. The man of God has 
commenced his labours by making the crew his first 
congregation, and has had the delight of beholding 
seamen members of the church of the living God. 
Thus Congregationalism is adapted for the sea as well 
as for the land, for all conditions of society, for all go- 
vernments, all ages of the world, all countries. The fact 
is not unaccountable ; it is a corollary from the pre- 
ceding remarks on spiritual simplicity. Make it com- 
plicated and it becomes encumbered, and will fail. 
Whatever may be averred of the practice of professors, 
the system is not sectarian, compulsory, intermeddling, 
or in any way burdensome. It deals in great principles 
harmonizing with the laws of society, being itself 
emphatically a social institute. It keeps to its scrip*- 
tural province. 

This mode of church government, is found effectually 
to preserve the transmission of the truth in its native 
purity. In pointing to the corruptions of the Greek, 
Roman, Anglican, Scotch and other churches, we may be 
asked if all our congregational bodies have been found 
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in the faith, and pure in practice. We might reply 
that whatever errors have crept into our communities, 
they have been traceable to a departure from the system. 
It may be added with holy gratitude to God, that the 
fellowships of this order have been singularly preserved 
by God from doctrinal error, and that for ages past 
they have had learned men among them, who have suc- 
cessfully combated the prevailing heresies of their day, 
whose writings form a compendium of theology suffi . 
ciently important to call for a perusal of them by 
distinguished scholars of state as well as dissenting 
churches. But how shall we account for their preser- 
vation from error ? It is the prominence which this 
system gives to the sacred scriptures. It not 
only recognizes the sufficiency of the scrip- 
tures, and demands implicit faith in them, but 
declares that the^ only are binding on the con- 
science, that they are to be individually studied by 
€iie people as well as the ministry, and that they alone 
axe to be continually appealed to for proof. The 
opened bible is the great tribunal in the church to 
which the pastor invites all to approach for decision, 
l^his is the throne of judgment. It may be thought 
by some who adopt creeds, that their required subscrip- 
tion to them does not at all dishonour the bible. The 
argument they advance in defence is their scriptural 
character. Here the reader will perceive that human 
authority is at once relied upon; it is taken for granted 
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that the authors of these foramlaries were infallible 
in the execution of their work, and never in any in- 
stance have mistaken the mind of the Spirit. The au- 
thority of the church soon becomes a favorite dogma — 
human compositions are more thought of than the 
naked word of God — the mind sinks into a state of 
indolence, and is ready to take every thing on trust, 
without weighing sources of proof. Thus a door has 
been opened for the spread of error of every shape. 
The blind credulity thereby induced, has discovered 
itself in the ministry as well as in the hearers. Their 
pious ancestry whom they adore, has settled every 
thing in council j^r them, and nothing they conceive 
is left to be done by them. They simply subscribe to 
what has been done before, and tell their people to 
listen to the same voice of antiquity. Thus professed 
teachers have been blind leaders of the blind, and have 
maintained their standing by appealing to the authority of 
their church, instead of proving all things by the word 
of God. This claim of the people to judge of a minis- 
ter's tenets, will be derided by some persons, and call 
forth the old remark, that dissenting ministers must 
please to live. We however reply, let all churches 
return to the primitive practice of choosing their own 
pastors, and let these again derive popularity from emi- 
nent piety, and then the axe will be laid to the root of 
error. Ministerial consistency and success would more 
powerfully declare than mere words "we have renounced 
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the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, 
nor handling the word of God deceitfully ; but by mani- 
festation of the truthy commending ourselves to every 
man's conscience in the sight of God,^^ Here is the 
commendation we ought to seek, and here only, it may 
be added, is our shield of protection. It is the faithful 
grappling with the conscience that disarms our foe, and 
not resorting to fanciful theories, or appealing to the 
tradition of the Fathers, which may please a vain imagi- 
nation and extort an assent, but leave no abiding convic- 
tion of their truth. Congregationalism depends simply 
on the bible. In the election of officers, admission and 
excommunication of members, the pastor reads the 
scriptural rules which are to guide their decision. 
Thus the people are by necessity, led to examine the 
bible for themselves. It is worthy of remark, that it 
is not those who are pious yet imleamed in worldly 
knowledge, that wrest the scriptures to their own 
destruction, but those who are have been taught in halls 
of science and literature yet have not sat at the feet of 
Jesus and have learnt of him. A poet woidd tell us 
that the one class was lost in errors which a vain heart 
prefers, whilst the other, safe in simplicity 

" Has little imderstanding, and no wit, 
** Receives no praise ; but though her lot be such,- 
" (Toilsome and indigent) she renders much ; 
" Just knows, and knows no more her bible true. 
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Congregationalism is eminently conducive to civili- 
zation. Whilst it has proved the true friend to innu- 
merable barbarians, it has ever been the antagonist to 
their barbarism. Imagination loves to picture the 
altered scenes in distant spots, once inhabited by rude 
hordes scarcely one remove from the brute. Whence 
the change? It may seem extravagant to talk of 
congregational churches, planted in the midst of such 
people, leading them to cut roads, build comfortable habi- 
tions, provide themselves with clothing, carry on com- 
merce, open halls of debate, establish schools, and 
commence international correspondence, — ^but facts can 
be adduced as proofs. It is not difficult to account for it. 
The great elements of improvement in the social state, are 
piety, intelligence and industry. The system that most 
favors these principles, wiU best aid civilization in its 
widest sense. As we have already stated, Congrega- 
tionalism is tied down by no human authority, alid 
therefore prevents that stagnancy which attaches to 
many other systems. It considers nothing immutably 
fixed but the truths of the bible. It does not decry 
human opinions on proper occasions, but asks that they 
may at any time be submitted to the closest examina- 
tion. It is not enough that the pastor appeal to the 
decifiioii of learned men and to antiquity ; he must pro^e 
all things, and show that what he is advancing is in 
harmony with the bible. In doing so, he stirs up the 
people to think for themselves, and thus aids their moral 
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and intellectual developement. Here then is a great prin- 
ciple which must be applied in civilizing a country. 
The great barrier to improvement is a supposed attain- 
ment of perfection; hence centuries have rolled over 
distant nations without witnessing any advance ; the 
children abide by the laws of their parents, and chil- 
dren's children imitate the example. The very first 
step in reform is to convince the people of its possi- 
bility. Even in our own country, entire compla- 
cency in our constitution has been fostered in the bo- 
soms of many high churchmen, and dissenters are 
denounced as men that never will be satisfied. To a 
great extent the charge is true. Our system puts no 
limit to intellectual and moral advancement. With 
the bible in our hands, dare we be satisfied with the 
social policy of our country, imtil it harmonizes with 

i the benevolent principles of Christianity, and the inte- 

rests of all be secured ? — ^Another adaptation of Con- 
gregationalism to promote the welfare of society gene- 
rally, is, that it secures the interests of the many, and 
not merely of the few. It works on the mass. It does 

I not seek to elevate the ministry in intelligence and com- 

fort, and neglect the people, but to raise both, and thus 
maintain a sympathy between them. A proof of this 
fact has been afforded of late years, in the attempt to 
improve the literary character of dissenting colleges, 
which effort is now being followed .with strenuous 
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exertions to increase popular intelligence.* Here is 
wisdom. To elevate the individual, and lay a restraint 
on the intellect of the body, is the despotic character 
of feudalism. There is a want of a principle of cohe- 
sion, which is injurious to the well-being of society. 
Thus the poor and middle classes have had little con- 
geniality with the hierarchy of this country : the 
clergy have raised themselves, but not their people with 
them. Thus has it too often been with the ruler and the 
subject. — Congregationalism not only recognizes the con- 
tinued wants of the community, but urges the people 
themselves to obtain the supply. It depends for existence 
on the voluntary principle. Thus instead of encouraging 
indolence, it calls out energies and develops them to a 
large degree. It recognizes me?£t?wi?Ma/ responsibility, 
and exhorts to personal effort. It reserves not every 
thing for the minister, as if he only were to pray, and 
teach, and visit the sick, but calls upon all to work. 
Whilst it upholds a regular order of ministry, it advo- 
cates lay agency, for the advantages of which, the rea- 
der is referred to a production of one of the most 
powerful writers of the day.** To conclude, Congre- 
gationalism has ever sought the rights of the people 
at large, and to ameliorate the wants of society, " for 

* See public acknowledgements of senators, in speeches 
recently delivered in parliament, of national obligation to dis- 
senters for their zealous promotion of imiversal education. 

** Jethro, by Dr. John Campbell. 
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they, (the Independents) I fearlessly proclaim it — they, 
with whatever ridicule some may visit their excesses, 
or with whatever blame others — they, with the zeal of 
martyrs, the purity of early christians, the skill and the 
courage of the most renowned warriors, gloriously 
suffered and fought, and conquered for England the 
free constitution which she now enjoys. True to the 
generous principles, in Church and State, which won 
those immortal triumphs, their descendants still are 
seen clothed with the same amiable peculiarity of stand- 
ing forward, among all religious denominations, pre-emi- 
nent in toleration ; so that although in the progress of 
knowledge, other classes of dissenters may be approach- 
ing fast to overtake them, they still are foremost in 
this proud distinction."* 

The power of immediate reform might be men- 
tioned, as an important feature of Congregationalism. 
Each fellowship being complete in itself, has not to 
wait for permission of parliament, orders from ecclesi- 
astical courts, or meetings of synods, but may at any 
day, and at any hour, call together its members and re- 
move abuses. This view of the system has already 
been anticipated, and needs not here to be enlarged 
upon. 

* Lord Brougham. 
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VIII. 

To estimate correctly the moral power of Congrega- 
tionalism, a calculation must be made of the force of 
resistance presented to it. Its inherent strength has 
never been fully developed, nor can it, whilst combined 
attempts are strenuously made to paralyze its efforts by 
feudsd oppression, priestly domination and a frowning 
State. Its members, in addition to the voluntary sup- 
port of their own communion, are taxed with the bur- 
den of another sect from which they conscientiously 
dissent — ^until recently, they were excluded from civil 
offices by the test and corporation act — they are still 
shut out from many public seats of learning — the press 
often forgets its decree, that " there is no aristocracy in 
letters," and deals partially with a dissenting author, as 
he appears before the bar of public opinion— exclusive 
dealing is resorted to, and unwearied efforts made to 
keep the poor from chapels, sabbath and british schools — 
they are now, even in the nineteenth century, in a land of 
boasted liberty, under a constitution which has often 
proved an asylum for the persecuted reftigee — ^not- 
withstanding their works of literature, their propaga- 
tion of the gospel in every part of the world, their 
liberal support of schools and charities at home, their 
aid to commercial prosperity by missions, and their 
steady allegiance to the house of Brunswick — they are, 
even now, a bye word and reproach. 
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Nor is this all. The horizon every where bespeaks 
the working up of a storm. Politics, and the various 
systems of religion, are so charged with the spirit of 
the world, that violent collisions are daily occurring, 
and alarming reports heard. And still the storm is 
rising, night is thickening around, and the hurricane not 
at its height. The whisper of secret slander has been 
succeeded by the clamour of debate ; angry emotions 
have been stirred up, and the strife of tongues followed 
by violence of action. Men's hearts fail them ; sys- 
tems are convulsed to their centre ; interests are torn 
asimder and deep rooted affections plucked up. — Our 
system has been cradled in the storm. Have we for- 
gotten the insults offered to our pious ancestry by the 
Tudor, Stuart and other dynasties? Whilst memory 
is retentive, and reason governs, and liberty is sweet, 
can we forget those acts of iron oppression, which 
compelled men to^ attend the establishment — 
which prevented more than five beside the household 
meeting in a room at one time — ^which debarred non- 
conformist ministers from being schoolmasters — which 
disallowed them to come within five miles of a cor- 
poration — ^in short, that tyrannical spirit which 
erected the star chamber and the high court of com- 
mission? To forget such scenes, would betray the 
basest filial ingratitude, and prove us to be unworthy 
of such sires, and place us almost by the side of those, 
who, from worldly influence, have forsaken the ranks of 
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their nonconformist fiatliers— yea, it would merit the 
loss of oui birthright of freedom for erer, although 
afterwards we should seek it carefully with 
tears. 

Shall we yield to fiear? If ours be the vantage 
ground of the bible, let us cahnly look down from the 
lofty elevation, and see tlie storm sweeping away 
all false systems entirely, and denuding otia^rs of 
every unscriptural appendage, until truth appears 
in her pristine unadorned simplicity. The cries 
from under the altar, of them that were slain in 
days past, for the word of God and for the tes- 
timony which they held, have been heard, l^eir 
blood has been the seed of the chiirch. In our 
country the act of unildrmity, which demanded 
"assent and consent to all and every t^ing con- 
tained in the book of Common Prayer," led two 
thousand pious clergymen, in one day, to quit their 
livings and aid the cause of [^nonconformists; whilst 
the several persecutions of these times drove 
many dissenters from their father land, who crossed 
the ocean, and had thereby tiie honor, under God, of 
carrying the truth to America, and commencing a work 
there, to which that immense continent owes all that 
is great and dear to her. 

The great Dr. Owen, Vice Chancellor of the 
University of Oxford, has recorded, as his opinion, 
that ^^congregational churches alone are suited to 
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the ends of Christ in the institution of his church." 
Of the truth of this sentiment, the reader is re- 
quested, in conclusion, to judge impartially by 
the word of God. 



Since this work was sent to press, the writer has been informed 
of the foUotoing fact, which properly constitutes the commencement 
of ihe accompanying narrative. It was received too late for inser- 
tion in its proper pUtce, 

It is said, that in the reign of Charles IT., a group of eminent 
christians residing at Andover, unwilling to forsake the assem- 
bling of themselves together, were wont to hold a prayer meeting, 
at a distance of four miles from the town. To escape detection, 
they left their homes by night ; and selected for their Bethel, apit 
in the midst of a wood. In this solitary spot they learnt, like the 
Covenanters and other persecuted sects, that the presence of 
Jesus was not confined to seasons or places. As their f&ith 
beheld the ark of God in their midst, they could say, **we found 
it in the fields of the wood.*' This little company afterwards 
assembled in a private dwelling house in the town. Here also 
they were obliged to select the season of night for their social 
worship. It was when the eye of human observation was closed 
by sleep, that they ventured to the room ; and, having entered it, 
made fast the door, and closed the window shutter, and even 
extinguished the light of the candle, lest its glimmering might 
be discovered through a crevice, by some stray enemy from 
without. Here they oft "continued all night in prayer to God," 
until the ray of morning light, struggling down the chimney, 
announced the time to disperse. Thus they learnt -that the 
darkness hideth not from God, but the night shineth as the day, 
and that the Father who seeth in secret, shall reward us openly. 
It is believed, that from these meetings, originated the congre- 
gation hereafter referred to. 



CHAPTER IV. 



Brief record of early wmc&nformUy in the town of 
Andover, Hants. 



During the persecutions of Mary, many protestants 
left their native shores and sought an asylum on the 
continent. Here they became initiated into the 
principles of presbyterianism ; a system, vesting the 
government of the churches in an association of minis- 
ters and ruling elders, and not in the members of the 
different fellowships, as observed by the congregation- 
alists. This polity, which they introduced from 
Geneva, on their return home, was soon extensively 
adopted in this country. The first presbyterian chapel, 
erected at Wandsworth in Surrey, was followed by 
many others. During the Commonwealth, this body 
possessed great influence. 
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It was probably in this form that nonconformity first 
appeared in the town of Andover. Two cottages situ- 
ated in Soper's lane, are still pointed out, as having once 
formed part of an old presbyterian place of worship. 
The church formed here, from necessity imitated the 
primitive practice, by their worshipping in a private 
house and in an upper room. 

The Rev. Samuel Sprint, of Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge, is thought to have been their first pastor. 
Many interesting biographical facts are recorded of him. 
He was the son of the distinguished author of Cas- 
sander Anglicanus ; his schoolmaster was led for the 
first time to search the bible, by seeing him read it in 
his chamber, and afterwards became an exemplary 
clergyman, expressing in his last sickness, ' his desire, 
if the will of God were so, to live a little longer to 
bear a testimony against episcopacy and the new con- 
formity'; Dr. Isaac Barrow studied with him at college, 
and was his chamber fellow ; he was chosen master of 
the free school at Newbury ; his unimpeachable cha- 
racter gained for him the respect of all the gentry 
around ; and he refused to comply with the sign of the 
cross in baptism, deeming this term of communion un- 
lawful and unsafe. This man of God was 'ejected in 
1682, from South Tidworth, in Hampshire, After- 
wards, some of the neighbouring clergy were so severe 
and violent in prosecuting him, that he was to be ex- 
communicated for not receiving the sacrament, in his 
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parish church at Christmas, notwithstanding that his 
wife then lay upon her death-bed. But the prosecu- 
tion was stopped on his application to Bishop Morley. 
The Bishop made him stay and dine with him, and 
discoursed with him about his nonconformity ; saying 
he must not philosophize upon the words assent and 
consent. Therefore, if he would make the declaration 
prescribed in the act, and then say, that thereby he 
meant no more than that he would read the Common 
Prayer, he would admit him to a living. Mr. Sprint 
thanked his lordship, but could not think that expedient 
warrantable." Mr. Sprint sustained his relationship to the 
church in Soper's lane for upwards of thirty years, and was 
gathered to his fathers in a good old age. He died at 
his residence in the neighbouring village of Clatford. 
'^ On his death-bed, he declared his full satisfaction in 
in the cause of nonconformity. He had but a very 
inconsiderable allowance from his people, but was 
used to say, if the bottle and satchel held but 
out to the journey's end, it was sufficient." 

The Rev. Jacob Ball, son of one of the ejected 
ministers, succeeded to the pastorate. He appears to 
have been an orthodox preacher when he settled over 
the people, but afterwards became inoculated with 
Arian sentiments. He died in the year 1747. 

In the same room where the presbyteriaus assembled 
for worship, a congregational church was accustomed 
to hold its services, and also enjoyed the ministerial la- 

M 
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bours of one of the two thousand conscientious clergymen, 
ejected from their livings by the act of imiformity in 1 662. 

Their first pastor was probably the Rev. Isaac 
Chauncy, M. A., M. D. This distinguished man 
was the eldest son of the Rev. Charles Chauncy, 
a puritan minister at Ware, in Hertfordshire, who, for 
refusing to read the book of sports, was suspended by 
Abp. Laud ; and after passing through great trials for 
nonconformity, sought a retreat from persecution in 
England, where he was elected president of Harvard 
college. During the commonwealth, liberty was re- 
stored in England, and many of the religious exiles 
returned home. Among these was Isaac Chauncy, 
who after his arrival, was appointed to the rectory of 
Woodborough in Wiltshire. From this living he was 
ejected by the act of uniformity, on which he took the 
oversight of the congregational church at Andover. 
There he remained until the year 1687, when he re- 
moved to London and became pastor of the church, 
over which Dr. Isaac Watts afterwards presided, as- 
sembling in Mark lane. He was a man of considerable 
learning, but more adapted -for the professor's chair 
than the pulpit. In 1702 he resigned his charge, and 
was chosen tutor of a newly instituted dissenting col- 
lege in the metropolis. 

The Rev. Samuel Tomlyns, M.A. of Trinity College, 
Cambridge, succeeded Dr. Chauncy, at Andover. 
After his ejectment from his living at Crawley in 
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Hampshire, he passed through great hardships for his 
nonconformity, and for a time preached privately be- 
fore small groups of people, either in his own house or 
that of a friend. After the declaration for liberty, 
proclaimed by King James the second, he settled for 
a few years' over the congregational church at Sopor's 
lane, and afterwards finished his days at Marlborough. 
The friendly feeling which existed between him and 
his fellow labourer, is noticed by himself in a letter 
addressed to the pastors and others at Newbury, in the 
year 1696. He writes, "Mr. Sprint and I, for several 
years, did peaceably go on at Andover, both preaching 
in one pulpit, to the same congregation." 

It appears that good old Mr. Sprint during Dr. 
Chauncy's time, and with his concurrence, attempted to 
unite the two churches; but this coalition was pre- 
vented by some of the congregationalists being averse 
to it. At the resignation of Mr. Tomlyns, it is thought 
that the congregation became entirely presbyterian, 
and had Mr. Sprint as its only pastor. 

The historical interest of this spot is considerably 
enhanced by the visit of the illustrious Calamy. From 
the record he himself has made of it in his journal, he 
evidently looked back upon it with considerable plea- 
sure. We will allow the nonconformist to give his own 
description of the visit, by subjoining an extract from 
^an historical account of his life and times, printed 
from a copy of his autograph, which had remained in 
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the family of Sir Walter Stirling, Bart, for more than 
half a century.' 

"They (the Independents at Whitchurch) treated 
me respectfully, and I had a very tolerable audience 
the first Lord's day. Among others, Mr. Bradband 
came over from Andover, a market-town five miles 
distant, where he was a very substantial shopkeeper. 
He earnestly invited me to visit him at Andover, 
while I continued in those parts, and I promised him. 
Accordingly, on the thursday following, my landlord 
Pointer conducted me to his house, where I seemed to 
be very welcome. During the time of dinner, Mr. 
Bradband very pleasantly told me, that my visit was 
very well taken, and that he believed I might depend 
upon a very good auditory there that evening. I was 
surprised at any hint of this nature, and desired him to 
explain himself, not having the least notion of preach- 
ing there, notiiing of that kind having been once pip- 
posed to me. Upon which he told me that he took it 
for granted that I would give them a sermon, which 
would be very agreeable ; and that he had, therefore, 
presently, upon my alighting from my horse, sent 
notice all the town over, that there would be a sermon 
there that evening, and he did not doubt but I should 
have a good deal of company, and he hoped no occa- 
sion to repent my pains. I told him in return, that I 
should have thought he might have given me some 
notice of his intention, that so I might have taken care 
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to come provided. He replied, that he did not doubt 
of my being provided ; and he was well satisfied I 
would not disappoint thei expectation of the people ; 
and he hoped some good would be done. Though I 
thought this sort of management pretty particular, yet, 
not wfell knowing how to help myself, all things being 
considered, I kept silence, and not being able to say I 
had brought no notes with me, I complied. 

By conversation that afternoon, I found that there 
were two several parties among the dissenters at Ando- 
ver, and two several congregations, though they at that 
time had but one place of worship. One party were 
called presbyterians, and old Mr. Sprint was their 
pastor. He preached in that town every other Lord's 
day ; and on the Lord's day, when not employed there, 
he went to Winchester and preached. The other party 
were pretty warmly congregational, and Dr. Isaac 
Chauncy had been tiheir pastor, though he had for some 
time kft them (for what reasons I cannot say) and they 
were destitute. When the evening came, I had a 
numerous auditory, as they had encouraged me to 
expect, and the people seemed to be very attentive. 

The meeting-house was, at that time, in Mr. Brad- 
band's back yard, through which I passed upon my 
coming out of the pulpit, the people making a lane for 
me, and thanking me for my good sermon, as I moved 
along towards the parlour, which, to my no small sur- 
prise, I foimd when I came to it, to be full of men. 
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women, and children. I was no sooner sat down than 
I was in the name of aU the company, applied to by a 
grave old woman in a high-pjowned hat, who, thanking 
me very civily for my pains, told me, that she verily 
believed it was a special providence that sent me thither 
at that time, among a people that were unhappily des- 
titute, but who thirsted for the word of God, and were 
disposed according to their ability, to be very kind to a 
minister that would settle with them, and break the 
bread of life among them, which she hoped I might 
be prevailed upon to do. 

It was with some difficulty that I kept my counte- 
nance, and forebore smiling at this sort of treatment, 
that was so little expected. But, composing myself, 
I told her that I was very young, and by no means for 
engaging in any pastoral work as yet, but was deter- 
mined, and that upon the weightiest reasons, and with 
the best advice, to continue for some time preaching 
only occasionally, and pursuing my studies closely 
in order to laying in a good stock of useful knowledge, 
by which I might hope to be fitted for the greater and 
more extensive service in the church of God. To this I 
added that the people of Andover and I were utter stran- 
gers to each other, and neither did they know me, nor I 
them ; and, therefore, I could not think such a hasty 
motion to be at all proper. Finally, I told her, that 
though that single sermon of mine had happened to 
please them, (at which I was heartily glad,) yet that. 
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for any thing that either they or I knew, my sentiments 
and theirs might he so different, as that my stated 
preaching might not he at all acceptahle to them, and 
my settling with them might he wholly improper and 
unadvisahle. 

The old woman replied, 'that my character was 
known to them, and they had now had a taste of my 
ministerial gifts, and could trust God as to the rest.' 
As for them, she said, * it was well known they were a 
very serious, united and harmonious people, and much 
inclined to love their ministers ; and I might be very 
happy with them, as she believed they did not doubt 
but they might be with me.' She said, 'that one ar- 
gument she had to induce me to listen to the motion 
that she made, was this. They had a good number of 
promising young christians in that town and about it, 
that were just in their bloom, who she verily believed 
would flourish in religion exceedingly, if they were but 
under the inspection and conduct of such an one as I 
was. There was, indeed, a sprinkling of old christians 
among them, who it was to be hoped, had something 
in them that was good. But they were, many of them 
sadly declined, and grown lukewarm, and religion had 
no great credit from them, nor could a minister reason- 
ably promise himself much comfort in them.' These 
young christians she greatly applauded and then expressed 
herself in this manner. ' Sir, I perceive you have great 
prospects, and I cannot say but according to human views 
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you may have reason for them : but I beseech you do 
not despise the earnest request of the people of God in 
this place. You must allow me to say to you, as old 
Farel did to young Calvin, when he had him at 
Geneva, and was endeavouring to prevail with him to 
stay there, that if you offer to go any farther, the bless- 
ing of God will not follow you.' 

Upon this, an aged man that was present, not being 
pleased with her reflections on the old christians at 
Andover, cried out, 'come, come, mother, do not bear 
so hard on the old christians among us. We have 
stood to our principles in a time of trial, and have suf- 
fered for the sake of our consciences, and kept our 
ground ; and I hope some of us do bring forth fruit 
even in old age : whereas these young ones that you so 
much applaud, have not yet been tried, and there is no 
knowing what they will prove. Though it is to be 
hoped that some of them may answer expectations, yet 
it is to be feared that a number of them who now pro- 
mise fair, if new troubles upon the account of religion 
should arise, woiild drop off like rotten leaves in 
autumn.' 

I had never before been engaged in such conversa- 
tion, and, therefore, was much at a loss what to say, or 
how to behave. I was not willing to drop any thing 
afl&ronting, and yet hardly knew how to avoid it. At 
length, having recollected myself a little, I made the 
good old woman this return: * mother,' said I, *you 
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were just now telling me what an harmony and good 
agreement there is amongst you here at Andover ; 
whereas, I find by what has been offered since, that 
you cannot agree among yourselves, which are best, the 
old christians, or the young. But leaying it to you 
to determine that, at your leisure, allow me, who heart- 
ily wish well both to young and old, to make one 
motion, your falling in with which, would (in my ap- 
prehension) add not a little to your flourishing, and 
to harmony and good agreement. I understand that 
there is an old gentleman in your neighbourhood, an 
eminent divine, (whose books I am not worthy to 
carry after him,) who preaches to you in this town 
every other Lord's day. Fix him wholly amongst you, 
and ease him of the trouble of going in his advanced 
. age, to preach at Winchester once a fortnight ; and as 
you will this way pay but a decent respect to one of 
his great worth, so I should think you would take a 
step that would much promote the interest of piety 
and charity/ 

The old woman seemed perfectly^ astonished at my 
proposal, and cried out, *what, Mr. Sprint! old Mr. 
Sprint ! Alas, he is a Baxterian ! he is a middle way 
man ! he is an occasional conformist ! he is neither fish 
nor flesh, nor good red herring !' Upon this I could 
not forbear smiling, and said, 'fnother, mother, he is 
a good man and great! he is moving apace toward 
heaven himself, and helping others thither too ; and he 
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is well fitted for it. You do not to me discover your 
wisdom in reflecting on a man of his worth and emi- 
nence.' * However,' said I, (who was willing to be a 
little plain before parting, and to leave something with 
her in her own vulgar language that might stick and 
abide by her,) 'such carriage to him would never, while 
the world stands, induce me to listen to such a motion 
as yours. For the very same names as you give to 
him now, would you in a little time give to me, and, 
perhaps, yet worse; crying that you had got out of 
the fiying-pan into the fire.' 

With this our discourse broke off*, and she only said 
farther, *nay, sir, if it be so, then I wish you a good 
night,' and she dropped me a courtesy, and went off. 
The rest soon followed her, and left me alone, and gave 
me no farther disturbance. The next morning I waited 
on Mr. Sprint at Clatford, where he lived, and gave 
an account of what had passed the night before. I 
foimd him a very venerable old gentleman, and very 
frank and pleasant in conversation. He was much di- 
verted with my relation, and gave me an account what 
difficulties he had met with among that people, but 
without any heat or passion. I returned the same 
evening to Whitchurch, and when I had spent three 
Lord's days there, I went back again to Oxford." 

Many of the facts recorded in this and the foUowing chapter, 
are gathered from Calamy*s contmuation of Baxter ; Noncon- 
formists Memorials; Neale's New England; Congregational 
Magaziae for 1831 ; and private documents. 



CHAPTER V. 



Memorials of the ConffregaHonal Churchy in East Street, 
Andover, 



The body of English presbyterians, once so influential, 
have almost become extinct. The introduction among 
them, during the last century, of Arian doctrine, shook 
this system to its centre. The evangelical portion of 
the congregations, dissatisfied with the mere moral 
discourses of their ministers, and not having the same 
church power, as congregationalists, to prevent the 
continuance of heresy in their pulpits, gradually left 
their places of worship, and united with the Inde- 
pendents. 

From the Rev. Joseph Ball falling into this error, his 
congregation became divided and part of it left him. 
Hence originated the Independent Chapel in East Street, 
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wliich was called the upper meeting house, to distinguish 
it from the presbyterian chapel, which was known bj the 
name of the lower meeting-house. On the death of 
Mr. Ball, the congregation closed their little sanctuary 
and attended the established church. It is reported 
that this step was suggested by their minister on his 
dying bed. 

The first pastor of the Independent church in East 
street, was the Rev. Samuel Chandler, son of the Rev. 
Francis Chandler, an ejected minister, and father of the 
illustrious Rev. Samuel Chandler, D.D., r.R.S., r.A.S. 
He appears to have settled here in 1700, the year of 
the erection of the chapel. ''He was engaged as one 
of the disputants on the side of the presbyterians, at 
the public disputation between them and the baptists 
held by his Majesty's licence, at Portsmouth, Feb. 22, 
1698—9." 

The pulpit was afterwards occupied by the Rev. 
Samuel Say. His father was ejected in 1662, from 
his living of St. Michael in Southampton, and like his 
companions in tribulation, at that time was exposed to 
severe hardships, until king James the second published 
his declaration for liberty of conscience. Among the 
more interesting features of Samuel's biography, 
are his early indication of genius — ^his being 
feUow student with Dr. Watts — ^his ministerial 
abilities — ^his evangelical doctrine and holy life — his 
great kindness to the poor and needy — ^his seeking 
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out, in his visits of friendships, suitable opportunities 
for introducing religious conversation, which he always 
did with becoming gravity. "For eight and forty 
years he kept a journal of the alterations of the wea- 
ther, and of his observations on remarkable occurrences 
in nature, which discovered great sagacity and marks 
of a solid judgment." 

The Rev. Jeremiah Smith succeeded Mr. Say. 
From the high respectability of some of his connex- 
ions, he might have risen to affluence had he belonged 
to the establishment. He however preferred the re- 
proach of Christ to the treasures of Egypt, and joined 
the nonconformists. He was a diligent student. **He 
did not offer that to the Lord or his people which cost 
him nothing, as was evident to all that heard him. 
His composures were somewhat elaborate, smelt of the 
lamp, which, as I (Matthew Clarke) have been told by 
his nearest relative, often burned till after midnight." 
He was the author of the expositions of the epistles to 
Titus and Philemon, in the continuation of Matthew 
Henry's commentary. He had the honor of standing 
forward in defence of the doctrine of the Trinity, 
which was assailed during his time. That part of a 
work entitled " the doctrine of the Trinity stated and 
defended" which points out the harmony of the re- 
formed churches in reference to the Trinity, is his 
production. He removed from Andover, to be co-pastor 
with Mr. Rosewell, over the presbyterian church, which 
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once existed in Silver street, London. He was taken 
ill on a journey and died suddenly. 

*"His (the Rev. Jeremiah Smith's) immediate successor 
is not certainly known. The church book belonging 
to the congregational society at Whitchurch, Hants, 
mentions a Mr. Fownes, from Andover, as an occa- 
sional supply there some time before the year 1720. 
It seems probable that Mr. Fownes died here; a memo- 
randum exists, which says, *Dec. 25, 1730, the seat, 
late Mrs. Fownes, to be disposed of.' A private family 
registry, mentions a Mr. Benjamin Keene, as engaged 
in a baptismal service, in the year 1720. He is under- 
stood to have died at Andover, and to lie buried in 
front of the pulpit. He was probably succeeded by 
the Rev. David Millar, M. A. ; for the oldest existing 
memorandum respecting the place, speaks of him [as 
pastor, Dec. 25th, 1724. That memorandum proceeds 
as follows ; *at the Annual Meeting this Day, In Order 
to the better Support of a Gospel Ministry & a Gospel 
Minister among us, & for better preserving y* Peace, 
Regidarity & Order of this Church & Society, of which 
y* Rev^' Mr. David Millar is Pastor, it is agreed by y* 
Members of the Church, Trustees of the Meeting- 
House, & Subscribers to y* Support of the Ministry, 
that they wiU abide by the following Articles, viz. — 

♦For the remaining part of this chapter, the reader is indebt- 
ed to the Rev. John Jefferson of London, for several years the 
able and highly esteemed pastor of this Church. It is taken 
from the Congregational Magazine, for 1831. 
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1. That when a Person dies, or a Family removes to 
Another place that then their Seat falls to the Congre- 
gation to be Disposed of as the Trustees any Six or 
more of them shall think fit. 2. — ^That no Person or 
Family has or shall have any Right or Power to sell 
or Transfer to another any Seat without y* Consent of 
the Congregation. 3. — If any Person or Persons pos- 
sessing any Seat on any Right or Claim whatever, 
Shall at any time withdraw their Subscription, or any 
part of it without makeing an Appeal to the Con- 
gregation & giving a Satisfactory reason for so doiog, 
He or they shall thereby forfeit all Right and Claim to 
their Seat or Seats & the said Seat to be Disposed of 
by the Trustees for y* use of the Congregation. 4. — If 
any Person or Family be absent from the Publick 
Worship of God in this Congregation for the space of 
one whole Year together, without a good Reason for so 
doing He or they shall thereby forfeit their Right to 
their Seat. 5. — If any Person or Family at any time 
shall want a Seat they are to apply themselves to the 
Trustees.' This memorandum is signed by John Head, 
Nath. Munday, and Daniel Dudd, church members; 
by Richard Bradbume, John Brice, Jos. Waight, Jos. 
Wakeford, Thos. Piper, and Jac. Bunney, Trustees of 
the House ; and by Oliver Heme, Jos. Bunny, Abr. 
Ventham, and Thos. Noyes, subscribers. 

The same document shows, that at this period, the 
pews of the Meeting-house were bought and sold. 
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The pricQ of one is given at 12s. 6d., of another 
£1. 2s. 6d., and of a single sitting 5s. At the close of 
the year 1725, Mr. Thos. Piper was chosen, 'by a ma- 
jority of the votes present, to be overseer about the 
repairs, and all other charges about the Meeting House, 
for the year ensuing ; and Mr. Nath. Munday to be 
collector of the subscriptions given to Mr. Millar for 
the year ensuing. At the same time it was agreed 
that the incidental charges should be paid by each sub- 
scriber, in the proportion of his subscription.' In 
January, 1726-7, Mr. Millar published 'a Sermon 
preached at the Funeral of Mrs. Martha Bunny.' 
The text. Matt. xiii. 43, was given to him by Mr. Bunny, 
and was selected to furnish Mr. Millar with an oppor- 
tunity of replying to certain statements contained in a 
sermon published by Mr. Ball on the same text. The ser- 
mon is every way creditable to both the head and the 
heart of Mr. Millar ; and the publication of it was ac- 
companied by 'remarks upon a sermon,' entitled, 'the 
acceptableness of sincerity to God ; and the improfit- 
ableness of a mere speculative faith to any man's 
salvation, considered; wherein the danger of erring 
concerning truths, and the absolute necessity even 
of a speculative faith, in order to salvation, are clearly 
proved from express declarations of scripture. In a 
letter to Mr. Ball of Andover.' The dedication of the 
of the sermon (which is to Mr. Jacob, and Mr. Joseph 
Bunny, the sons of the deceased) contains the following 
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reference to the state of religion at this period. * You 
are members of a congregation, who justly deserve to 
be praised for their imanimous and steady adherence 
to these and other articles of our faith, of the last im- 
portance to the glory of God, and to the souls of men ; 
and that in a time and place, where they have been 
imdermined with more low and mean design, and op- 
posed with more visible malice and fury than any 
where in England. You know how unwearied some 
have been, many years before I knew you, to break and 
divide you, even by the most vile methods ; and what 
pains have been taken, by all manner of means, when 
the old were not to be moved, to overturn the faith of 
the young? But, through the goodness of God, 
you have yet kept the faith ; the church 
enjoys as much peace, and are, perhaps, more 
unanimous, than for many years past; and we have 
seen, in several instances, and still may see, the provi- 
dence of God strangely blasting the most secret in- 
trigues, and the most violent opposition. These things 
should not be forgotten." Mr. Millar was still at 
Andover, in 1727 ; the exact tdme of his removal can- 
not be ascertained. The Rev. William Bushnell, from 
Potterspury in Northamptonshire, came to this place 
at Michaelmas, 1729. He is said to have received, as 
his first year's salary, £60., a sum which, considering 
the times, and the smallness of the congregation, must 
be pronounced liberal. About the beginning of the 
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year 1732, Mr. Bushnell removed to Nailsworth, in 
Gloucestershire; and was speedily followed, in this 
place, by the Rev. Jenkin Lewis, from London. This 
latter minister was resident here in May, 1732. He is 
said to have removed from hence to Fareham ; and 
was succeeded by the Rev. John Gumming, D.D., son 
of Dr. Cunmiing, of Foimder's Hall. He entered on 
his ministerial labours in this town, on the 19th of 
March, 1738, preaching his first sermons from 1 Tim. 
i, 15, and Psalm ex. 4. His ordination took place 
on Wednesday, the 16th of May, 1739. Mr. 
Partington preached ; Mr. Burnet gave the 
charge; Messrs. Phillips, Hill, Goodwin, Paine, and 
Pearsall prayed. His ministry was perpetuated for 
. fifty-two years. He was seized with a fit in the pulpit, 
and simk, having thrice repeated the word ^acknoW' 
ledger He died on the 19th of March, 1790, aged 
75 years ; the very day on which, fifty-two years before, 
he had commenced his ministry in this place. He lies 
buried near the pulpit. The Rev. W. Kingsbury, of 
Southampton, preached his funeral sermon. Many 
of his manuscript sermons remain, which, until his age 
and infirmities prevented, are written at length, in a 
fair and legible hand. They prove him to have been a 
man of strictly orthodox sentiments, as well as of con- 
siderable powers of mind. On the 1st of January, 
1740-1, *at a meeting of the congregation, of which 
public notice was given the last sabbath-day, the under- 
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written persons were then chose by the subscribers, to 
the support of the gospel, to be trustees of this house, 
and to overlook and take care of the civil polity there- 
unto belonging. Mr. Wm. Brice, Mr. Henry Overton, 
Mr. Steph. Smith, Mr. Robt. Piper, Mr. Joseph Bunny, 
Jun., Mr. Jos. Waight, Jun., Mr. Jos. Wakeford, Jun." 
Under date Dec. 27, 1743, the following singular entry 
appears : ' we whose names are underwritten, being 
the majority of the trustees of the upper meeting- 
house, do hereby declare, that, whereas Benjamin 
Figges and others, having, according to the rules and 
laws appointed and agreed to, for the better support 
and maintaining the preaching of the gospel among us, 
and for the keeping and preserving the civil polity, 
order, and peace of the society and congregation, for- 
feited and lost all right, title, or claim whatsoever to 
the said seat ; and the said seat having lately been 
sold to Joseph Wakeford, Jun. for the valuable con- 
sideration of one poimd five shillings ; it's now ordered 
that two proper persons be forthwith put into the said 
seat, to keep the quiet and peaceable possession of it 
for the said Joseph Wakeford, and prevent any out- 
rage or other disorder that may be attempted by the 
above said Benjamin Figges, or any other person or 
persons his accomplices. In witness whereof, we have 
hereto set our hands, the day and year above written. 
Wm. Brice, John Brice, Jacob Bunny, Joseph Wake- 
ford, Stephen Smith, Joseph Bxmny, Henry Overton, 
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Robert Piper.' Three other memorandums of public 
interest occur, and with them the record closes — * July 
17, 1755. Six of the trustees being dead, the imder- 
mentioned persons were nominated and appointed trus- 
tees of the meeting, viz. Mr. Brice Wakeford, Mr. 
Jere Bunny, Mr. Jos. Smith; appointed by us, the 
surviving trustees : Jac. Bunny, Henry Overton, 
Robert Piper, Jos. Wakeford, Joseph Waight.' — 'Aug. 
24, 1761. This day delivered to Mr. Joseph Wake- 
ford, the writings of y* house Mr. Cummin now inha- 
bits, which house was purchased for a dwelling-house, 
for y* minister (for y* time being of y" Desenting Con- 
gregation in And') and to continue as such for ever, or 
as long as there shall be any minister to y^ Desenting 
Congregation formerly known by the name of Inde- 
pendent. The purches money was £182. J. Bunny.' 
— 'July 18, 1788. Seven of the trustees being dead, 
the imdermentioned persons were nominated and ap- 
pointed trustees of the meeting : Mr. W"** S. Wake- 
ford, Mr. Jere Bunney, Mr. Bayley Silver, Mr. James 
Matthews, Mr. Benjamin Bezer. Appointed by me, 
the surviving trustee, July 18, 1788. Jos. Smith.' — 
Dr. Cumming was succeeded in the pastoral office, by 
the Rev. Thomas Eisdell, now of Twyford, Berks. He 
remained here for sixteen years, during which period 
no records are preserved. In a note addressed to the 
compiler of this narrative, bearing date Jan. 19, 1830, 
Mr. Eisdell thus writes : *by a concurrence of circum- 



CONGKEGATIONAIi CHITKCH. 117 

stances, I was induced to settle at Andover, in Sep. 1790. 
The state of religion was then exceedingly low ; the 
congregation varying in number from thirty to fifty ; 
the nimiber of church members, eight ; the want of 
pious feeling more to be lamented than the want of 
numbers. The little of ecclesiastical business that 
had been done, had been done according to the presby- 
terian habits of their preceding pastor,' Dr. Gumming. 
I thought it right to introduce, gradually, the Congre- 
gational plan, that the people might be induced to feel 
an interest in the general good. Some apparent revi- 
val followed, which was soon after checked by the fla- 
grant inconsistency, and subsequent apostacy of some 
individuals.' Since then, I trust the cause of truth and 
godliness has been progressive. The Rev. Lewis 
Winchester, now of Worthing, from the academy at 
Gosport, was the next pastor. He settled in January, 
1807 ; was ordained August, 1808 ; and resigned Nov. 
1813. During his residence, a considerable revival of 
religion took place, and twenty-three persons were 
added to the church, which at the time of Mr. W's. 
settlement, consisted of but ten members. 'About this 
time, a small chapel at Ludgershall was erected, and reg- 
ularly supplied with lay agents from Andover.' After 
Mr. W's. resignation, the pulpit was variously supplied 
till September, 1814, when a unanimous call was given 
to the Rev. Wm. Seaton, who shortly afterwards re- 
moved hither. His labours were attended with con- 
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siderable success; two side galleries were erected 
in the meeting-house, in addition to the front 
gallery, which had been previously put up ; the gospel 
was successfully introduced into several of the neigh- 
bouring villages, especially Abbott's Ann, where great 
opposition was encountered ; and in the space of four 
years, forty-four members were added to the church. 
Mr. Seaton resigned the charge at the close of 1818." 



CHAPTER VI. 



Memorials of the CongregationcU Church at Andover^ in its 
connexion with the persecution of 1815. 



Signal rescue from threatened destruction demands a 
corresponding remembrance. Even heathen mari- 
ners of antiquity were wont to commemorate escape 
from shipwreck, by suspending some votive tablet, to- 
gether with their moist garments, in the temple of 
their supposed deliverer. As an expression of grati- 
tude for divine interposition during a conflict for the 
truth ; as a stimulus to confide in Him who has pro- 
mised ever to break in pieces the oppressor ; and to pre- 
serve from oblivion, among the children of the con- 
gregation, the suflerings of their ancestors ; the follow- 
ing momento of the persecution at Abbott's Ann 
is given.* 

♦ Nearly all the persecutors are now dead, and of those 
living, the writer is not aware that any reside in the village. 
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About this time, a member of the congregational 
church at Andover, who carried on the business of a 
blacksmith, at Abbott*s Ann, feeling for the spiritually 
benighted state of his village, determined to open his 
house for the preaching of the gospel. He obtained 
the assistance of Mr. Seaton and other pious friends 
from Andover, to conduct the service. So unusual an 
event was not likely to pass unnoticed. Irrepressible 
curiosity was soon excited as to who attended this 
'gospel shop,' as it was termed, what was the nature 
of the service, and above all, what was the religion 
taught. Gross darkness covered the people. Some 
who attended were unable to fathom the simple preach- 
ing of the word, and, on coming out, would ask what 
it could mean. So true is it, that the natural man 
amderstandeth not the things of the Spirit. The say- 
ing of the inquisitive Athenean was on many a lip, 
" may we not know what this new doctrine whereof 
thou speakest is? for thou bnngest certain strange 
things to our ears ; we would know therefore what 
these things mean." Whilst this curiosity drew over- 
flowing audiences, and led to happy results in some 
individuals, it aroused the worst of passions in others. 
These meetings were the commencement of a scene 
truly tragic. 

Let the smith speak for himself. "People until 
now that had been friendly did not speak to us. 
Tramps and sailors were sent to our house to abuse us 
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with blasphemous language. Crowds met opposite 
my house and threatened my life if I came out. My 
windows have frequently been broken in the 
middle of the night ; large stones have been 
thrown into our bed room to injure us. Part of 
my premises has been unroofed in the night, and 
various depredations have been committed on my 
premises and property ; if either I or my wife looked 
out at our door we were hissed and hooted - at. The 
minister with others went to the magistrates to get a 
summons for the ringleaders, hoping thereby to bind 
them over to keep the peace for the future. This was 
all that we required, although we knew the law was a 
penalty of £40, or imprisonment. But to our sur- 
prise we found that the magistrates held with the 
people and would not grant us a summons. They 
w^ould do nothing for us, but rather reproved us for 
being guilty of reading the scriptures and praying to 
Almighty God, and singing, and preaching to the 
people. The persecutors began to be encouraged. I 
was hooted by my neighbours, and the cry was no law for 
the meetingers, and no Wickliffe's in this parish, for the 
magistrates will do nothing for them ; if they come again 
they shall be served out. Meeting time again arrived. 
Horns began to sound in different parts of the village, 
the church bells began to ring, and the cries of the 
people were 'blood and fire.' Here my prospects of 
doing good seemed frustrated, and my heart began to 
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fail, until I remembered the passage, *' whosoever 
therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in 
this adulterous and sinful generation ; of him also 
shall the Son of Man be ashamed, when he cometh 
in the glory of his Father with the holy angels." We 
came to the determination that if we were again inter- 
rupted in our worship, we would apply to the protestant 
society in London, established for the protection of 
religious liberty." 

This institution with others of a similar character, have 
proved the palladium of religious liberty ; and if more 
generally known, would effectually prevent the recur- 
rence of scenes just depicted. Persecutors are 
cowards, and seek the weak for their prey. Let us 
support the weak, and the enemy may prowl about, 
but will not dare to assume the attitude of attack. 
The protestant society was applied to, and aid 
afforded. 

John Wilks, Esq., late member for Boston, as secre- 
tary of this institution, has given the following state- 
ment in public. "On March 2nd, 1815, thirty persons, 
headed by the bailiff of the clergyman of the parish, 
being a magistrate for the coimty, assembled before 
the meeting house with horns, fifes, kettles, tambou- 
rines, and pieces of iron — disturbed the congregation — 
and followed the minister and people, after the conclu- 
sion of the service, for two miles, not only insulting, 
but assaulting them with stones and dirt. These 
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offences and assaults were renewed with augmented 
violence on March 9th, 181 5, Refreshment for some 
of the rioters was provided at the house of a clergy- 
man, a lanthom was knocked from the hands of one 
of the congregation, and kicked to pieces — an effigy 
of Mr. Seaton was exhibited — ^rotten eggs and stones 
were thrown into the place and at the people— and the 
coat of Mr. Seaton was torn, and his head beaten with 
a stick. Encouraged and emboldened by impunity, on 
March 17th the violence of the party was increased. 
Mr. Seaton was so much beaten and kicked as to be 
unable to preach on the ensuing sabbath-day. The 
assaults on some of the people endangered their lives, 
and inflicted woimds, from which they have not yet 
recovered — ^and scenes were exhibited, for several 
miles in the public turnpike-road, which it was not 
possible to describe. To such complaints the committee 
had afforded the most prompt and anxious attention. 
Three indictments have been preferred at the last 
sessions for the county of Southampton ; one against 
ten persons, another against sixteen persons, and the 
third against twelve persons, who had been engaged in 
these atrocious proceedings. All the indictments 
were found and removed by certiorari. Notwithstand- 
ing the apathy and opposition of the magistrates, all 
the offenders have been apprehended; and although 
the expenses of the prosecutions will amount to several 
hundred pounds, the committee had determined to 
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persevere, until the most complete justice shall be 
procured, and the most perfect security and tranquility 
shall be obtained." 

At a subsequent meeting, the secretary adds, 
" but the riots at Abbotts Ann, near Andover, which 
had been mentioned at their last annual meeting, pre- 
sented a case of the most violent and atrocious out- 
rage. The persecutors were masked and armed; in 
this disguise they assaulted and beat the minister and 
some of his congregation severely, and even dangerous- 
ly, and bade defiance to all law and justice, conceiving 
themselves to be under the protection of the clergyman, 
and of his brother, who was chairman of the quarter 
sessions : two or three and twenty of them, 
had in consequence, been sued in the court of 
King's bench, and the expenses had amounted to 
between £200 and £300. They also, after a long 
course of prosecution, had at last been brought to con- 
fess their guilt, to ask pardon in the public prints, to 
pay £100 towards the expenses of the prosecution, and 
to enter into recognizances to keep the peace ; which 
result was effected, by the interposition of one of the 
Judges of the court of Common Pleas — and had at 
length been convinced, that this society would not 
suffer the poor and defenceless, to be persecuted by 
their most powerful or exalted enemies." 

As the smith would be the principal witness against 
the persecutors when brought to trial, they became 
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maddened with revenge, and took counsel how they 
might get rid of him. Driven from his former liveli- 
hood, he now conmienced a line of business, which 
eventually gave a new feature to his history, but which 
for a time endangered his life, by taking him distances 
from home. Says the smith, " it was reported among 
them, it was no harm to kill me more than a toad; and 
as my business at this time required my attendance at 
different markets, I was desired by my Mends not to 
attend the distant markets, and if I did, to be sure to 
be home before night, as they considered my life in 
danger. However I told them there was not that 
danger they apprehended, and I should attend to my 
business as usual.'* The blacksmith, although a shrewd 
far-seeing man, was here not so wise as his counsellors. 
Facts have of late come to light, which indisputably 
prove that his death was premeditated. One of the 
ringleaders in the riots, a man of lofty stature, and 
more desperate than his comrades, was chosen to be 
the assassin. The day fixed for the murder was 
Saturday, when the smith would be returning home 
from the Andover market. The umbrageous spot 
for the tragic deed, was Cherrywell Bottom, between 
Abbotts Ann and Clatford manor. It was connected 
with the line of road, which, during the early part of 
the riots, had been stained with the blood of humble 
christians, who had been kicked and beaten on their 
return home from the village meeting house. Here 
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the intended murderer stood, with an instrument of 
death concealed within his coat, waiting the arrival of 
his prey. It was an awful moment, big with events ! 
But a proof was to be supplied, that " the angel of the 
Lord encampeth round about them that fear him, 
and delivereth them." Evening sets in, and the smith 
now returns from the market. Hastening along the 
road, he spies the long dark shadow of his enemy, and 
for the first time gave credence to past reports ; a faith, 
which, it may be supposed, was strengthened by his 
seeing the conspirator move across the path, and come 
within two steps of him. Here was the crisis in the 
smith's history. He paused — ^he prayed — he heard, as 
it were, a voice behind him, saying, 'fear not, walk 
steadily on, and speak to him' — he obeyed the divine 
suggestion, called out, 'good night,' and passed on— - 
whilst his foe suddenly stopped and muttered. Thus 
the Lord, who had delivered the smith out of the paw 
of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, delivered 
him out of the hand of this philistine. This man 
confessed on his dying bed, his full intention to have 
murdered the smith, but that at the moment he heard 
the words ' good night', he became paralyzed and could 
not move his hand. He moreover acknowledged that 
' it was the Almighty that stopped him, or he should 
have been hung for the murder of that man, who was 
now the best Mend he had got, having supplied him 
with a little cash wherewith to apply to a doctor.' 
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" Some men's sins are open before hand, going before 
to judgment ; and some men they follow after. Though 
hand join in hand, the wicked shall not go unpunished.'* 
A striking verification of this truth is afforded in the 
history of the smith's persecutors. The death-bed 
scene of the man already referred to, was truly awful ; 
his murderous project haunted him, and extorted con- 
fession, and the desire for man's forgiveness, but forbade 
peace. Lifting up his hands in bed, he exclaimed, in 
the agony of despair, 'I am a lost man,' and thus de- 
parted to his Judge. Another persecutor who was a 
sheep. driver, went up the coimtry, died suddenly, and, 
before his friends could be informed of it, was buried. 
Another expired in an awful state of mind, and in great 
bodily pain. Another violated the laws of his country, 
and was executed. Another, who procured the eggs 
for assault, was found dead in his bed, and is 
reported to have taken poison the overnight. 
Another, in a state of intoxication, was thrown 
out of his carriage and in a few hours after- 
wards expired. Another on his return home, resorted 
to blasphemous language to a servant of the smith, 
whom he saw on the road, and was almost immedi- 
ately upon it, thrown out of his cart and killed on 
the spot. Another, who not only refused to employ the 
smith, but went about to defame his character, was soon 
after found dead in his bed. The above individuals 
do not constitute the entire catalogue of persecutors ; 
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but these instances may suffice to prove, that " the 
way of transgressors is hard.'* 

A short time after the riots, the smith commenced 
building a small chapel at Abbotts Ann. This under- 
taking again provoked Samaritan jealousy and hatred. 
Application was made to the lord of the manor, to 
prevent the erection of this place of worship. As the 
site of the building was the smith's own property, no 
legal prohibition could be obtained, unless this new 
project was proved to be a nuisance to the neighbour- 
hood ; and accordingly this plea was not forgotten. 
The enemies of old having obtained a decree from ^ 
Artaxerxes, " went up in haste to Jerusalem imto the 
Jews, and made them cease, by force and power ; then 
ceased the work of the house of God, which is at Jeru- 
salem." These modem adversaries, although equally 
earnest, were not so successful. The lord of the manor, 
although of a different religious persuasion, perceived 
the injustice of the application, and refused to grant it, 
alledging that he could not see what evil the chapel 
would do in the village. This little sanctuary is situ- 
ated in the leading thoroughfare in the village, and 
continues to be supplied every sabbath, by lay agents 
from the congregational church at Andover. 

In spite of combined attempts to ruin the smith, he 
has risen to affluence. Some of his persecutors have 
since acknowledged to him their error; and others, 
who once despised him, now stoop to seek his favors. 
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thus he often meets with a verification of the truth, 
" the evil bow before the good ; and the wicked at the 
gates of the righteous. The poor is hated of his own 
neighbour ; but the rich hath many friends." He has 
recently been called to learn that riches cannot exclude 
sorrow. She, who was his companion through all the 
persecution, and nobly urged him to persevere in his 
support of the truth, has recently rested from her 
labours. The best epitaph to her memory, is the 
record of her own saying, when asked if they would 
not remove from the village ; the noble reply was, "let 
us stop here, and keep up the preaching, and trust God 
and hope for better days." 

The excitement in the neighbo\irhood was renewed, 
by three parish clerks frequenting the meeting houses, 
and subsequently becoming dissenters. The Clerk at 
Abbotts Ann was the first who set this example. The 
neighbouring village of Penton was favoured with the 
gospel ministry of the Rev. Mr. Fennell. This evan- 
gelical clergyman, one sabbath on reading that part of 
the common prayer, *and there is no health in us,' thus 
commented, with characteristic quaintness ; *what! 
ar'nt you quite well ?' his eye then making a wide cir- 
cuit around the congregation, he continued, 'no health 
in you ? why you are quite well, else you would not 
be here : I teU you, you are all dead in trespasses and 
sins.' This remark alarmed the clerk of Abbotts Ann, 
who had on that occasion ventured beyond the bounds 
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of his parish to hear the truth as it is in Jesus. His 
mind became enlightened to see himself a sinner in 
the sight of his holy Maker. Mere moral discourses 
now afforded him no encouragement, for he had made 
the discovery, that by the deeds of the law, shall no 
flesh living be justified. As opportunity offered, he 
stole secretly in the evening to hear the preaching of 
the gospel, and at last ventured to the house of the 
smith. For such irregularity, he was soon called to 
account, and informed, that he must either leave the 
church or the meeting-house. His reasons for attending 
other places of worship whenever his church was closed, 
were then asked. He replied that the scriptures were 
opened up so differently, and so much more to his 
satisfaction. He was further questioned how a man in 
his capacity, could judge whether these dissenters preach- 
ed according to the scriptures ? The clerk, like a good 
Berean, replied, 'I go home and examine the bible for 
myself, and find all right.' This called forth the indig- 
nant retort, ^you search the bible? What need of 
such a man in your capacity doing so ? You be just, 
honourable in your dealings, and charitable, and keep 
to your church, and then you may sit down in the chair 
quietly.' I believe sir, returned the clerk to his adviser, 
that there is more than this to do. He now imderstood 
the 11th article of his church "we are accounted 
righteous before God, only for the merit of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, by faith, and not for our 
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works or deservings." The clerk's Conscience would 
not allow him to retrace his steps, and he therefore 
cheerfully resigned the keys of office. On doing so he 
civilly asked, if any charge could be brought against 
him for neglect of duty ; the reply was, 'no, nothing 
but this meeting.* Here then was a cordial testimony 
to the integrity of a man, who for several years had 
served as clerk, churchwarden and constable. It was 
soon noised abroad that he would come to want, if not 
to prison, but the clerk knew it was better to trust in 
the Lord than to put confidence in man, or even in 
princes. He still lives on the produce of a small farm, 
and has, in various ways, proved the faithfulness and 
goodness of God, and is one of the oldest members 
of the congregational church at Andover. 

In reviewing this scene of persecution, the mind is 
deeply impressed with the truth of God's own declara- 
tion, "them that honor me I will honor, and they that 
despise me shall be lightly esteemed." Should any 
reader be passing through similar trials for Christ, let 
his faith be strengthened by his master's promise, 
"verily I say unto you, there is no man that hath left 
house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, for 
the kingdom of God's sake, who shall not receive mani- 
fold more in this present time, and in the world to 
come life everlasting." 



CHAPTER VII. 



Memorials concluded. 



After the resignation of the Rev. W. Seaton, " the 
pulpit remained vacant till September, 1821, when the 
Rev. James Bidlake (now of Ludlow) became the pas- 
tor. He was instrumental in adding thirteen members 
to the church, and resigned the charge at midsummer, 
1824. The period of Mr. Bidlake's ministry was dis- 
tinguished by considerable activity in aid of the funds 
of ' the London Missionary Society ;' and in prose- 
cution of the objects of ' the Religious Tract Society.' 
About the close of his period of residence, several 
persons of the baptist persuasion, who had stood con- 
nected with the church and congregation, separated 
themselves, and built a place of worship in the high- 
street, which was opened in Dec. 1824. Mr. Bidlake 
was succeeded, early in the following year, by the 
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Rev. John Jefferson, who resigned the charge at 
Andover, at Christmas, 1830, having accepted an invi- 
tation to succeed the late Rev. W. Harris, L.L.D., at 
Stoke Newington. The present number of church 
members is about 70 ; and the average attendance on 
public worship from 300 to 350. There is also a 
Simday School of about sixty children.'* [See Con- 
gregational Magazine for 1831.] 

The Rev. J. Jefferson was succeeded by the Rev. 
W. Deering from London, who occupied the pulpit 
until April, 1838. About this period the Independents 
conjointly with the anti-psedobaptists, several episco- 
palians and others,' erected school-rooms for the edu- 
cation of boys and girls on the british system. A 
convenient dwelling house adjoining the sanctuary, was 
purchased about this time by the congregation, for the 
residence of the pastor. The former chapel house, 
situated in a more remote part of the town, was 
accordingly disposed of. The writer here cannot for- 
bear expressing a wish, that it were more the practice 
among the churches to provide a manse. In small 
villages especially, where persecution may be rampant, 
or the congregation exceedingly limited, such a minis- 
ter's home would be an invaluable security against 
oppression, poverty and other inconveniences. 

During the summer of 1838, the church being 
without a pastor, unanimously invited the Rev. J. S. 
Pearsall, from Highbury College, and Glasgow Univer- 
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sity, to take the oversight of them. His stated minis- 
try was commenced the last sabbath in October. He 
was ordained to the pastorate on the 10th of April, 
1839, when the following services were observed. 
The Rev. W. Lucy of Bristol, commenced the morning 
service with reading suitable portions of scripture and 
prayer ; the introductory discourse, on the constitution 
of a christian church, was delivered by the Rev. 
Thomas Adkins, of Southampton ; the Rev. C. HoweU 
proposed the usual questions ; the Rev. James Wills, 
of Basingstoke, offered the ordination prayer ; the 
Rev. Dr. Campbell, of the Tabernacle, London, (the 
minister's late pastor) delivered the charge, founded on 
2 Tim. iv. 5, "do the work of an evangelist, make full 
proof of thy ministry." In the evening, the Rev. 
John Jefferson, of Stoke Newington, (formerly the 
much esteemed pastor of the church) addressed the 
people from the words, "who is for you a faithful minister 
of Christ," Col. 1, 7. The other parts of the services 
were conducted by the Rev. Messrs. W. Thorn, of Win- 
chester ; D. E. Ford, Lymington ; J. Watts ; Bowrey ; 
Curwen ; W. Ford ; Jennings ; Mudie ; and Williams. 
The discourses were characteristic of their respective 
authors, and each able and impressive. About thirty 
ministers of different denominations were present on 
the occasion. 

It pleased the great Head of the Church at this 
period, to create an increased thirst among the people 
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for hearing the word, and to excite a simultaneous cry 
throughout the congregation, * behold now the place 
where we dwell is too strait for us.' Immediately after 
the services on Lord's day, July 22nd, 1839, the cha- 
pel was closed for nearly three months, that an enlarge- 
ment might be made. During this period, the 
Town-hall was readily granted by the mayor, for 
the use of the congregation on the sabbaths ; the 
people were kindly permitted to hold their week-day 
services in the Friends' meeting-house. On October 
the 11th, the chapel was re-opened for divine service, 
when the Rev. T. Adkins of Southampton preached. 
This considerable enlargement was effected by the 
addition of a piece of freehold land, situated behind the 
chapel. The alteration, including repairs, occasioned an 
expenditure of nearly £600, which sum, during the past 
month, has been entirely liquidated. The interior of 
the building now presents a modem appearance, and is 
admitted to reflect great credit on the taste and judg- 
ment of the builder. A wish has recently been ex- 
pressed by members of the congregation, that a further 
enlargement should be made, by the erection of a more 
commodious school-room and vestry, in contiguity 
with the chapel. 

For a long time the neighbouring village of Hurst- 
bourne had been visited on successive sabbaths, by 
members of the congregation, in the hope of estab- 
lishing a religious interest. A room was obtained for 
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preaching and for conducting a sabbath school. A 
desire to hear the gospel was gradually awakened, and 
to increase it, a piece of ground was purchased by three 
or four members conjointly, as the site of a future 
chapel. A neat edifice has since been erected, and a 
church formed, of several members previously belong- 
ing to the fellowship of the same faith and order at 
Andover. Although the little one has not become a thou- 
sand, the number of hearers has rapidly augmented, 
including persons formerly inimical to dissent. The 
Rev. A. Johnson is the esteemed and disinterested 
pastor of this church. During the last summer in- 
creased accommodation was provided, by the erection 
of a front gallery. 

Such is the rapid retrospect of God's dealings to- 
wards one of the churches of his Son, out of the many 
thousands of Israel. It was founded in days of per- 
secution, and has had to struggle against numerous tides 
of opposition. Nonconformity stiU exists in the town, 
and has, of late years, branched out into four different 
denominations. What may be its future career, time 
only can reveal. To record the past, is the province of 
the historian ; to conjecture the distant future, would 
be to arrogate the office of the seer. We will leave 
time therefore to fill up the blank, anxious ourselves 
to discharge the duties of the present moment. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



Practical address to varums classes of mdividualSt ordinarihf 
composinff a church and congregaiion. 



A knowledge of our several relations to society, is a 
pre-requisite to the right discharge of our individual 
obligations. Without it the mind will be actuated by 
blind impulse, instead of pure and fixed principle. 
In the preceptive part of the sacred volume, these 
varied spheres of social duty are distinctly recognized, 
and corresponding maxims appended. The discourses 
of the inspired writers were not vague generalities, 
but characteristic, and thereby impressive. It is their 
peculiar excellence that the hearers feel that they per- 
sonally are addressed. Conceive of the effect of this 
classification, as the epistles were read to the different 
churches. With whatever eagerness they might listen 
to the general salutation at the commencement of the 
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letter, how stirred up would be their pure minds, as 
one after another was called out under the appellations, 
" and ye fathers," "and ye masters,'' "ye rich men," 
"husbands," "wives," "young men," "children." 

The following truths which are addressed to the 
members of the several classes specified, must be re- 
garded simply as hints to the formation of useful 
christian character. 

I. 

Chbistian Pabjbkts, — ^It is unnecessary to urge 
upon you the moral obligation of making a provision 
for the bodily wants of your offspring, of giving them 
a sound and ample education, of training them up to 
habits of industry and benevolence, and of maJdng 
personal effort to settle them honourably in life. A 
parent's feeling is too tender, intentionally to neglect 
these sources of their children's present and future 
comfort. But is your humanity the mere instinct of 
nature, or the benevolent disposition implanted by the 
gospel ? Have you " put on as the elect of God, holy 
and beloved, bowels of mercy, kindness?" To be 
really kind to your family, you must learn first to shew 
piety at home, not occasionally, but habituaUy, and in 
the most attractive dress. Without this reUgious 
principle for your guide, there will be often mistaken 
kindness or over indulgence, and provoking your 
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children to wrath, and invariably a neglect of the 
interests of the never- dying soul. 

As pious parents, it wiU be your delight to gather 
your children around the fiunily altar, and to make the 
service interesting and profitable— -to familiarize their con- 
science with scripture, remembering that it is not a mere 
tale addressed to the imagination — ^to take them early to 
the house of God — ^to occupy part of the sabbath in 
religious instruction, accompanying it with prayer Ttnth 
your children — ^to be judicious in moral discipline ; and 
in your corrections, to seize the opportunity of shew- 
ing the heinousness of sin, and of the need of a new 
heart— to be careful in the selection of a school, the 
choice of a business, and the iuture settlement in life— 
to'avoid the imnecessary introduction of scenes, which 
through the inlet of the eye or ear, might convey an 
imdesirable impression to the mind — ^to choose those 
amusements which encourage feelings imposed to 
cruelty, selfishness, pride and indolence; to secure 
which, early encourage halnts of benevolence and 
usefulness — and, above all, to watch over your words, 
temper and conduct, that your children may learn from 
your example what it is to love and fear God. Be careful 
of criticisms on the character of professors and on the 
ministry. If both parents are godly, these duties will not 
be observed merely by the mother. Paul, as if fearing 
that secular pursuits would take off the father from 
domestic duties, thus addresses them in particular, ^ and 
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^^ fathers bring them (your children) up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord." 

And who is sufficient for these things, sighs many a 
parent in solitude ? I am the instrument of life, which 
millions and millions of ages can never terminate, 
which, if imconverted, will ever lead to rebellion against 
its Maker, which will prove either a blessing or curse 
to society, which must dwell hereafter in heaven or in 
hell ! If you were some heathen parent thus bemoan- 
ing your responsibility, there would be room for depres- 
sion ; but, as a christian father or mother, is it not the 
result of unbelief? Ah ! you reply, " but my house is 
not so with God," and I am anxious for something that 
will benefit my offspring as weU as myself. You 
already have it, for "the promise is to you and to your 
children.'' What scheme of benevolence so adapted 
for the parent, as the gospel ? It has the promise of the life 
that now is, and often has spared a father and mother a 
broken heart, the portion of many who have trained 
up their children in the maxims of the world, and not 
in the admonition of the Lord. It opens up the world 
to come, and furnishes a ground for confidence of a 
whole family meeting in heaven. The means to be 
employed are simple and accessible, including espe- 
cially the word of God and prayer. Plead the pro- 
mise in your intercessions before the throne. The 
parent's prayer has power with God. The woman of 
Canaan earnestly and believingly supplicated for her 
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child ; and " her daughter was made whole from that 
very hour." If prayer be lost, it is owing to its not 
being followed up by all the appointed means. It is 
not enough to pray that the truths may be savingly 
impressed, '^ but thou shalt teach them diligently imto 
thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest 
in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and 
when thou Hest down, and when thou risest up." 
Were this done, Kichard Baxter's remark would be 
more frequently verified ; " if parents did their duty, 
adult conversion would be as rare as it is now common." 
Parents, seek at once in earnest this salvation. With 
all importunity cry, " come down ere my child die." 
" The generation of the upright shall be blessed." 

II. 

Believing Masters, — This appellation supposes 
your faith in the written word, and accordingly your 
desire to be regulated by it. Often must you have 
pondered the admonition of Paul, *' masters give unto 
your servants that which is just and equal, knowing 
that ye also have a master in heaven." Religious 
equity is the short but comprehensive summary of 
your duty. Acting on this principle, you wiU require 
f" a description of character before hiring a servant, and 

be equally conscientious in giving one, when reqiured. 
To neglect it, is offering a premium to dishonesty, and 
unjust to upright servants. * There is a conduct the 
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reverse of this,' says Paley, ' but more injurious, be- 
cause the injury falls where there is no remedy; I 
mean the obstructing of a servant's advancement, 
because you are imwilling to spare his service. To 
stand in the way of your servant's interest, is a poor 
return for his fidelity ; and affords slender encourage- 
ment for good behaviour.' Equity demands a proper 
remuneration for services received, and scorns to take 
advantage of the depressed condition of the labourer, 
James v. 4. Mutual engagements at the time of hiring 
should be explicit, and strictly adhered to. Nor is kind- 
ness beyond the claim of justice : this is expected from 
the servants ; then "ye masters do the same things unto 
them, forbearing threatening." Whilst Abraham com- 
manded his household, his authority was such that Elie- 
zer loved as well as respected him. It need not be 
said, that the practice in some circles of encoura^g 
servants to exaggerate in order to promote worldly 
gain, is a gross violation of justice, and wiU even- 
tually turn to the master's injury. 

To be just and equal to your servants, you are bound, 
as believing masters, to pay a strict regard to morality 
and religion. This you know to be their interest, and 
therefore every scriptural means must be adopted to 
promote it. Immorality in any members of your 
household, must be prohibited, and known cases of it 
be properly censured. It may be said, *we cannot 
force our servants to become religious'; to whidi, it is 
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enough to reply in the words of an apostle "knowing the 
terrors of the Lord we persuade men." Perhaps 
there is room for asking the objector, if he has never 
put a stumbling block in the way of his ser- 
vants' salvation. Masters and Mistresses, permit the 
inquiry, can your servants read the scriptures, and if 
not are you ready to teach them ? do you regularly 
have them to family worship every morning and even- 
ing ? have you ever urged them to closet duties ? do you 
lend them suitable books, or support a small library 
for their use ? do you encourage their attendance at 
the sanctuary ? do you pray for their suitableness for 
church membership ? If household duties have been 
scripturally performed, the heads of the family will 
enjoy the sweet satis^Eiction of the divine approval, and 
may rest confident in the promise of domestic bless- 
ings. " The curse of the Lord is in the house of the 
wicked: but he blesseth the habitation of the 
just.'' 

** Blest is the pious house, 

" Where seal and friendship meet ; 

« Their songs of praise, their mingled vows, 

*' Make tl^fiir communion sweet." 



III. 



Ye Rich Men, — Here is a title honourable or other- 
wise, according as your wealth has been obtained and 
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appropriated. Thougli Solomon gloried not in his 
riches, they "were a glory nnto him ; for said God, " I 
have also given thee that which thou hast not asked, 
both riches and honour." The wealth of Job, instead 
of injuring him, served to develope the latent excel- 
lencies of his character. During the days of his pros- 
perity, ' when the ear heard him, then it blessed him ; 
and when the eye saw him it gave witness to him : 
because he delivered the poor that cried, and the father- 
less, and him that had none to help him : the blessing 
of him that was ready to perish came upon him : and 
he caused the vridow's heart to sing for joy : he was 
eyes to the blind, and feet was he to the lame : he 
was a father to the poor ; and the cause which he knew 
not he searched out' The loss of property in his 
case was not a mark of divine disapprobation, and it was 
only for a time, for " the Lord gave Job twice as much 
as he had before." Riches in the hand of such a man, 
raise him to an enviable position in society. He is an 
instrument of much good. Through him, surrounding 
misery may be mitigated, society improved, the know- 
ledge of the Redeemer spread, churches established, i 
souls converted. Every man hath his proper gift of | 
God, one after this manner, and another after that. i 
Peter could say in the integrity of his heart, " silver I 
and gold have I none, but such as I have give I thee ;" ' 
but wealth is the rich man's gift and is committed to ! 
his trust. "The great men and the rich men are | 
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coupled together in scripture, but how comparatively 
seldom the liberal and the good, Alas, for the truth of 
the declaration, ' that selfishness, the sin of the world, 
has become the prevailing sin of the church.' On 
account of it, sources of benevolent enterprise are 
dried up, and the daughter of Zion often covered with 
a cloud, and the hands of many a minister hang down. 
But of many we are persuaded better things, though 
we thus speak. 

To secure efficient liberality, all professors (rich and 
poor) must be systematic, and not carried away by a 
momentary impulse. Some of the converted heathen 
speak of having * a consecrated comer,' in which they 
deposit a portion of their income to the cause of God, 
and says Paul, " now concerning the collection for the 
saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, 
even so do ye ; upon the first day of the week let 
every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath 
prospered him." " According to his ability" is to be the 
standard, and of this, God will be the judge. Let 
every one reckon up his weekly or annual income, and 
before his heart searching Saviour, say what proportion 
he ought to dedicate to his service. Having once 
done it, a powerful temptation to covetousness will be 
removed on individual applications for charity ; he 
has opened his mouth to the Lord and he cannot go 
back ; he has laid his gift on the altar and afterwards 
only desires to know how it shall be divided. (There 
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may be special calls in providence when this proportion 
must be exceeded.) Do this, and then inclination will 
keep pace with ability, and often wiU it be said of 
churches as of the macedonian believers, '' for to their 
power, I bear record, yea and beyond their power, 
they were willing of themselves; praying mth 
much entreaty that we should receive the gift and take 
upon us the fellowship of ministering to the saints.*' 
Such cases would not be solitary, if every breast glowed 
with scriptural love to its Redeemer. Filled with holy 
gratitude, the heart would prompt the hand to bring 
the basket of first fruits, and set it before the altar of 
God, whilst the lips woidd express the sentiment *' a 
Syrian ready to perish was my father," and also '' by the 
grace of God, I am what I am.*' Let us not wait 
to be impressed, but labour to impress ourselves, by 
keeping before the mind scriptural motives to christian 
benevolence, and in order to this, let the eye of faith be 
fixed hourly on the Cross. 

IV. 

Sabbath School Teachebs, — Success in your 
ofl&ce will materially depend on adequate views of 
its importance. Let the feeling that you are instruct- 
ing only a child once gain the ascendancy, and your 
usefulness will be at an end. Your prayers, your eflbrts, 
your watchfulness, your self denial, will bear no pro- 
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portion to tlie magnitude of the object. This senti- 
ment must be deeply engraven on your heart, " I am 
doing 9i great work, so that I cannot come down/' Is 
not yours a great work ? The child which stands before 
you, has a soul which is immortal in its duration ; which 
has capabilities in embryo, which soon will be de- 
veloped, and form the future man; which already is fiill 
of enmity to Qod and exposed to his wrath ; which 
soon will take an active part in society as an engine of 
much good or destruction ! Is it nothing to you, whe- 
ther the soul of a child shall be eternally saved, or 
eternally lost ; whether it shell be for ever hymning 
praise to the Lamb, or be imceasingly blaspheming him ? 
You watch for souls as they that must ^ve account. 
Not long since, a child belonging to your school, 
suddenly dropped down and expired. What 
a train of reflection must have been awakened in the 
breast of the teacher ! Is she saved ot lost ? did I tra- 
vail in birth for her salvation ? did I pray for her ? did 
I set her the best example ? did I diligently prepare 
the lesson to simplify it to her mind ? did I set forth 
Jesus Christ to her ? in short, did I do all that laid in 
my power to bring her conscience under the saving 
power of the truth ? am I clear of her blood ?^-Teach- 
ers, you instruct for eternity ! The temporal benefits 
conferred by your institution, however great, are only 
collateral. 
There may be sincerity of purpose and yet little 
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success. The impediment may arise from error in the 
judgment. Seek therefore to cultivate the intellect as 
well as the heart. Attendance at meetings for mutual 
improvement, selecting a useM course of reading, and 
walking with wise men, will furnish help in this effort. 
Solomon has written more to young people than any 
other inspired penman, and from his proverbs many 
a valuable suggestion may be borrowed. In one sin- 
gle aphorism you are ftimished with the secret of 
«uccessful instruction — ^"he that winneth souls is wise." 
You are not only to possess your own mind with 
motives to work, but to set before the children the 
most powerful persuasives to receive the truth. In 
presenting these considerations let the child be reminded, 
that they are enforced by the divine authority of the 
scriptures. The oftener this volume is referred to, and 
its distinction from a catechism shown, the more will 
the mind be brought imder the fear of God, which is 
the powerful motive to submission. Let the historical, 
doctrinal, and preceptive parts of God's word be made 
mutually illustrative, and not one introduced to the rejec- 
tion of the other. To keep back the cross of Christ, 
from a fear of mental incapacity to believe it, is to 
yithold the great attraction of the gospel. To win 
souls, resort to a persuasive manner. Whilst using 
all fidelity, speak in melting tones of the love of Christ 
to children. Imitate Him who draws all men unto him- 
self. Amidst all the inattention, sneers and persecution 
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Christ receiyed, guile was never found in his mouth ; 
he never uttered a hasty word, or breathed an impatient 
spirit, or lost command of his temper. Neglect this 
example of the great Teacher, and your moral influence 
ceases. To have this qualification not only be much 
in private prayer for your class, but have frequent 
social meetings for devotional exercise. 

A powerful auxiliary to your benevolent object will 
be found in Bbitish and other day schools, based on 
liberal and enlightened principles. Moral and intel- 
lectual training must go hand in hand. Every faculty 
is given by our Maker for a useful purpose, and must 
therefore be cultivated. Intellectual culture prepares 
the youthful mind for honourably filling the station of 
the man, and subserves the cause of religion by ena- 
bling it to understand the scriptures, and to ward off the 
attacks of religious error. In illuminating the intellect 
we obtain an inlet to the heart, and in reforming the 
heart we give a direction to the intellect. Popular 
ignorance is the prolific source of a large proportion of 
the misery, vice, and irreligion, which pervade our land. 
This opinion is confirmed by the investigations of an 
intelligent writer, who has stated "that at the time the 
population of Middlesex was about 1,400,000 ther^ 
was one ale house to every 279 persons— one public 
Library to 7,800^-one Mechanics' Institution to 69,000 ; 
—-one individual out of every 415 was imprisoned for 
some crime annually, but for every person who had 
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received a good education, only one in 113,000 was 
convmitted. Throughout all England it appeared that 
if a child were brought up without schooling, the 
chance was one to 2000 that he would be a criminal, 
but if he read and wrote well, the chances were di* 
minished to one in 10,200 ; if he received a good edu- 
cation it was one to 58,000 ; so that an ignorant person 
was more likely to break the laws of his country than 
an educated one/' 

Let Infant Schooxs also obtain your support. 
Lord Brougham has strikingly remarked ^ during the 
period between the ages of eighteen months or two 
years, and six — ^I will even say and five— he learns 
much more of the material world-— of his own powezn 
-—of the nature of other bodies— even of his owb 
mind, and of other minds— than he ever after acquires 
during all the years of boyhood, youth and manhood.*' 
Can it be questioned, that during this period a know- 
ledge of those first principles is gained, the varied ap. 
plications, new modifications and endless combination of 
which, determine the character of the man. See then 
that every child in your class on the sabbath, receives 
some sound education during the week. 

Teachers, if your desire be that Jesus may have the 
dew of the youth, your labour shall not be in vain in 
the Lord. However humble may seem your effort, it 
shall be remembered in the last day, when Jesus shall 
graciously declare, "as ye have done it imto one of the 
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least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me/*^ 
Of such it may be said "and they that be teachers 
shall shine as the brightness of the firmament, and 
they that turn many to righteousness, as the stars for 
ever and ever," 



V. 



Visitors to the Aptlicted, — Your office does not 
exclusively pertain to the deacon, for pure and undefiled 
religion requires every christian, as opportunity offers, 
to visit the fatherless and the widow and others in 
their affliction. To some minds this duty is an act of 
self denial ; to others it is a source of delight ; and to 
all it will be foimd profitable. Whilst some professors 
never engage in this work, from a supposed want of 
qualification, others are found entering upon it without 
any suitable preparation. A successful visit to the 
sick chamber will require much prayer and pains 
taking, but he whose heart is right with God, will thus 
seek to qualify himself 

The supply of temporal relief forms one object of 
our visits to the afilicted. " If a brother or sister be 
naked, and destitute of daily food, and one of you say 
tmto them, depart ye in peace, be ye warmed and 
filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things 
which are needful to the body ; what doth it profit ?" 
You will give, or aid in giving, as circumstances require. 
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raiment, money, food and medicine ; and at times, 
like the good Samaritan, will yourself bind up the 
wounds, pouring in oil and wine. Sanctified ' benevo- 
lence therefore is a pre-requisite for this depart- 
ment of visiting. Prudence in little things will also 
exert an important influence. Let us regard the appa- 
rent trifles, of not rushing into a room, treading softly, 
speaking in a subdued tone, observing intervals in dis- 
course, selection of opportunity, length of visit. There 
is a solemn stillness in the chamber of the sick, espe- 
cially of the dying, which indicates the manner 
required in a visitor. For such occasions how adapted 
is the stiU small voice of the gospel ! 

The most difficult province of a visitor to the sick, 
is rightly to administer relief to the mind. The too 
frequent practice of carrying round a few set phrases 
to all the afflicted, irrespective of the peculiar temper, 
age, rank and state of mind of the patient, bespeaks 
eq\ial impropriety with a supposed physician having 
but one remedy for all the diseases which come before 
him. From this unscriptural mode of visiting, truths 
have been wrongly applied ; and despair, presumption, 
indifference, or self-deception, has been the result. The 
history of Job supplies an example of this fact. His 
three friends Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar, having heard 
of his affliction, ''made an appointment together to 
come to mourn with him and to comfort him." Kind 
were their intentions, but dangerously inappropriate 
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their counsels. Instead of setting forth his afflictions 
as paternal chastenings, for the removal of indwelling 
sin, or preventives to yielding to temptation, or the 
means of developing latent graces as a pattern to others 
and a testimony to the truth, or more quickly to mature 
the fruits of holiness, they viewed his calamities as 
divine judgments for some gross crime which he had 
concealed, and treated him more as a hypocrite, than as 
a son whom the Father scourgeth in receiving. Thus 
by their reproofs, coolness and suspicions, they tempted 
him to despair, which, in some stages, views the Al- 
mighty as an implacable enemy, fills the soul with hos- 
tility against him, and urges on to desperation. In 
order that the trial of our faith be precious, let us re- 
member that its ofHce on these occasions, is to admit 
that the stroke is from the Lord ; that it is necessary ; 
that love and wisdom regulate it ; and that it is our 
duty to seek the personal realization of its design. 

There is also a mistaken affection, which prevents 
affliction from having its perfect work. The visitor 
knows that the invalid has been an inconsistent pro- 
fessor, but, from fear of giving pain, makes no allusion 
to it. Instead therefore of applying such portions of 
scriptures as excite repentance for backsliding, con- 
solatory promises are exclusively administered. Health 
is restored, but the professor has not thought on his 
ways, and therefore does not turn his feet to God's 
testimonies. '' Again, when a righteous man doth turn 

T 
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from his righteousness and commit iniquity, and I lay 
a stumbling-block before him, he shall die; because 
thou hast not given him \i^aming, he shall die in his 
sin, and his righteousness which he hath done shall not 
be remembered ; but his blood wiU I require at thine 
hand/' Ezekiel iii. 20. 

A similar feeling often prevents plain dealing with 
the conscience of a known unregenerate person. The 
requirements of the divine law, the justice of God in 
carrying out the penalty, the fierceness of his anger, 
and the certainty of every unbeliever perishing, are truths 
uttered in such a modified equivocal manner, that the 
trumpet gives an uncertain sound, and the sinner pre- 
pares not to meet his God. Oh ! if it be cruel for a 
physician not to tell a patient when he is dying, how 
much more so for a visitor to eonceal the fact, that the 
sinner is dead in trespasses and sins, and on the eve 
of '^ the second death !" There is a manner of uttering the 
most pointed truths which shall shield you from the sus- 
picion of being thought unfeeling. Let the sinner see that 
you are uttering the words of his own Maker, and with 
a heart full of compassion. Could any one suspect 
Paul's motive, when, referring to trangressors, he ex- 
claimed " I tell you weeping." 

The case which perhaps requires the most skilM adap- 
tation of means, is that of the sinner awakened to a B&ase 
of his danger, but who has not closed with Christ. To 
say, peace, peace, to such a mind, would be to heal the 
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hurt slightly, and cause the poison of sin to exert a 
more subtle influence than before ; — to withold all en. 
couragement might drive him to despair. What pru- 
dence, affection, fidelity, self-denial, calmness, prompt- 
ness, in short, wisdom from above, characterised Paul's 
conduct to the jailor ! The life of the man seemed to 
be in Paul's hands, and the issues of eternity hung 
upon a sentence. The keeper of the prison " would 
have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had been 
fled, but Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, do thyself 
no harm ; for we are all here." Thus often-times we 
must prepare the way of the Lord by removing disease 
and other ailments of the body, which prevent truth 
rightly affecting the mind. The jailor recovers from 
his first shock, and now inquires for the safety of his 
soul. He is answered in a manner which would ex- 
cite neither presumption nor despair. The apostle 
Bays nothing about secret decrees, or peradventures, or 
waiting, or inability, but, " believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and thou shalt be saved." Such must be our 
course. Indulging in tmprofitable controversy, or 
making excuse for early disadvantages, or giving credit 
for sincere desires for conversion, or speaking of sin a.<« 
a mere infirmity, is administering false comfort, inju- 
rious to the sinner and derogatory to his Maker. In 
doing so, we virtually take the sinner's part instead of 
that of God and Christ. Let us adhere to scripture 
which presses the mind in this state immediately to 
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accept Christ as the only Saviour from the curse and de- 
filement of sin. Reply to all pretexts for not directly 
receiving the gospel, that it is self righteousness, or 
love of the world, which is the idol that causes rivalry 
and halting ; and add, in the language of your Master, 
"how can ye believe which receive honour one of 
another, and not the honour which cometh from God 
only ?" Such a reply will go direct to the conscience, 
when other answers would only gratify a vain 
intellect. As a final answer, tell the sinner that there 
is but one alternative for him, " he that beKeveth shall 
be saved, but he that believeth not shall be condemn- 
ed." If the visitor thus scrip turally tried to lay broad 
and deep the foundation of repentance towards God, 
and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, should we so often 
hear of temporary sick-bed repentances ? 

Visitors to the afflicted, do not give up your office in 
despair, but seek higher preparations for it. The 
throne of grace, the word of God, and the Holy Spirit, fur- 
nish you ample encouragement. To be an efficient 
visitor, seek more intimate acquaintance with the scrip- 
tures and your own heart. The bible must be youi com- 
panion ; it is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, for instruction in righteousness, that you may be 
thoroughly furnished. Be encouraged by knowing that if 
you rightly divide the word of truth " it is not ye that 
speak, but the spirit of your Father which speaketh in 
you ;" for " all scripture is given by inspiration of God." 
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Such is your office, visitors to the afflicted. Although 
arduous, it is honourable and attended with holy delight. 
The grateful acknowledgment of services rendered, the 
thought of having mitigated human misery, the per- 
mission to enter the chamber of a dying christian, 
the anticipation of being welcomed into everlasting ha- 
bitations by those you have aided, the testimony of con- 
science, and, above all, the assurance of divine approval, 
are more than compensative for all the self-denial required. 
Whatsoever is done to the people of Christ he regards 
as done to himself; and before an assembled world, he 
will remember your acts of love, saying " I was sick 
and ye visited me"; whilst you, overwhelmed with grate- 
ful surprise, will reply " when saw we thee sick, or in 
prison, and came unto thee ?'* 



VI. 



Tract Distributors, — ^A tract may save a soul ! 
Ponder this truth. Measure not success by the mag- 
nitude of the means. " Not by might, nor by power, 
but my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts." " God hath 
chosen the weak things of the world to confound the 
things that are mighty." But wherefore doubt the 
usefulness of a tract? Does it not contain in una- 
dorned simplicity, that very truth which has ever been 
the instrument of conviction ? The value of a tract is 



\ 
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proved by the facts of numerous years. Go forth there- 
fore in faith, nothing doubting. A knowledge of your 
success may not immediately be granted, and much 
may await the disclosures of eternity. How many a 
stranger on the road has derived benefit from a tract, 
but after receiving your gift never more beholds you 
on earth. A tract is often indirectly the means of 
conversion, a truth too often forgotten. 

But you are a loan tract distributor, and as such, 
have regular districts. Never set out in the neglect of 
prayer. Do not hurry your visiting. Seek the most 
convenient season for the cottagers. Inquire if 
the tract has been read and understood. Discover an 
interest for the comfort and welfare of the poor. En- 
courage the inhabitants to attend some place of worship, 
and to send their children to sabbath and day schools. 
Help in supplying bibles when wanted, and in teachix^ 
adults to read them. Occasionally enter the habitations, 
for reading, prayer, or Mendly conversation. Have a 
few odd tracts on well selected subjects for special 
occasions, such as on sickness, drunkenness, inquiring 
sinners, &c. Kead all the tracts yourselves, that you 
may have topics for conversation, and be ready to offer 
an explanation. Let your moral reputation in the 
neighbourhood interpret the purity of your motives. 
Such a visitor God will bless. Your sphere of useful- 
ness is great. Paul taught from "house to house," and 
so must we, to do much good. Then *^go out quickly 



PEACTICAL ADDEESS. 159 

into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in 
hither the poor and the maimed, and the halt and the 
blind ; and as many as ye shall find bid to the 
marriage." 

In a previous chapter on the practical efficiency of 
Congregationalism, allusion was made to its dependance 
on individual ejffort. Whilst it does not unscripturally 
multiply offices in the church, it sets a due estimate on 
lay agency. Paul greeted Aquila, Priscilla and others, 
as his helpers in Christ ; and the same salutation is now 
given by the congregational pastor, to every consistent 
sabbath-school teacher, village preacher, visitor to the 
sick, tract distributor, missionary collector, and to other 
labourers in the extensive field of christian benevo- 
lence. "The harvest truly is plenteous, but the la- 
bourers are few ; pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
harvest, that he will send forth labourers into the 
harvest." 
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